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Fall Festival 2019

A sunny Saturday greeted us on September 28 for our annual Fall Festival
and dedication/ribbon cutting for our new building, the DHS Alumni
Building, so named because of the generous gifts of the DHS alumni in
response to the “class challenge” fundraiser. 13 classes met the challenge
of contributing $1000; top honors for dollars raised went to the class of
1959, with honors for most contributors to the class of 1966. Thanks to
all for participating in this fundraiser. Honored guests were introduced
by emcee Al Schochenmaier '65 and DHS president Rod Black ‘52 had the
honor of cutting the ribbon. Approximately 120 were in attendance and
enjoyed the brats and hot dogs (with or without sauerkraut), chips,
beans, cookies and coffee, coordinated by Sandy Frank '60. Greg Lippert
'73 kept us entertained with his musical talent. The new kitchen area was
appreciated, as well as the “real” bathroom. The building has lots of
storage space and meeting space as well. Door prizes were drawn each %
hour, and were won by Harold Lambert (t-shirt), Pat Serbus (Danube-
opoly game), Barb Woltjer (Danube-opoly), Gene Allex (Danube-opoly)
and Pat Aalderks (Danube-opoly). It was a nice day and several people
“hung around” and visited for a while in the park after the festivities were
concluded. Itis great to see everyone coming together to celebrate and

reminisce about Danube’s past, present and future.
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@ <9
2@ Sweetheart Stories

We had a couple of responses to our request for stories of high
school sweethearts. Here they are:

Ruth Van Den Einde and Larry Palmer were high school sweethearts.
We began dating in the 10' grade, going steady in the 11! grade and
through the 12t grade, dated after graduating (class of 59) and married
in November 1960. We will be celebrating our 59 wedding anniversary
on November 19, 2019. We have lived in a number of states over the
years related to job relocation ... Willmar, Minneapolis (twice), F't.
Lauderdale, FL, Lenexa, KS, Chicago suburb and now 20 years in
retirement in Chandler, AZ. We have 3 children and 4 grandchildren.

Danube was a wonderful place to be raised and to be from!

Ron Van Buren (class of 1955) wrote: Ramona Kramin and I
met as classmates in the 7" grade at Danube High School. We
began dating in our Junior year. We continued our relationship as
she went off to college and I off to join the US Navy. We were
married on March 28, 1959 and celebrated our 60" anniversary this
past March. Having lived in many locations in the United States we
moved back to Minnesota in 1988 and reside in a western suburb of
Minneapolis. We have been blessed with 4 children and 11
grandchildren and are in generally good health.

DONATIONS

John Smedstad

Paul and Colleen Brouwer
Minnwest Bank

Lee Folkerts

Stan and Sue Malecek
Delton and Judy Roelofs
Albert Johnson

PAID MEMBERSHIPS
Deb Holwerda
Lathoriel Badenhausen
Eldon Krueger
Dean and Pat Slagter
Larry Manthei
Paul and Colleen Brouwer
Al and Marilyn Van Buren
Sheldon and Kerry Manthei
Howard and Mary Mueller
Gary and Piroska Lueck
Delaino and Suzanne Schafer
Carol Melby
Dennis and Darlene Kissner
Bev Tazelaar Hamre
Annabelle DeBlauw
Charlotte Voelz
Dale and Rachel Schneiderman
Cara Fish
Gary and Diane Kaiser
Erna Rohs
Jerry and Ruth Jahnke
Albert Johnson
Ken Houdek

MEMORIALS
Monetary Donations

In Memory of:
Jeff Bratsch by Deb Holwerda
Audre Kiecker by Rod Black,
Nancy Klecker, Jan Fousek,
Dorothy Kleinhuizen, Cara Fish
Donald DeBlauw by Annabelle
DeBlauw
Rex Dailey by Rod Black
Jerome and Barbara Hlavka
by Dale Hlavka
Wilbur Standfuss by Steve &
Laura Haen, Mary Ann Lippert,
Barb Kaiser Gunderson
Allan Smedstad by Cara Fish
Don Dobmeier by Rod Black
Elroy Kuglin by Rod Black, Sara
Kuglin, Jerry & Ruth Jahnke
Don Haubrich by Betty Miller,
Rod Black, Lowell & Darla Jakel,
Gene & Colleen Allex, Leroy Nere,
Dolores Haubrich
Ardyce Olson by Rod Black
Laverne Bruns by Rod Black,
Bruns family, Lee Nere
Joe Carlson by Edsel Bernstrom
Shorty & Alice Kaiser by Gary
& Diane Kaiser
Barb Schroeder Maurice by
Russ & Phyllis Manthei, Jerry &
Ruth Jahnke, Rod Black
Carl &Margaret Yock and
Cornie Yock by Erna Rohs
Richard Benson by Jerry &
Ruth Jahnke
Roger Prodoehl by Cal & Suzie
Lueck, Rod Black
Gladys Van den Einde by Rod
Black
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News and Notes >>>>>>5>555555555555555555>>>

Audrey Damhof Nelsen, DHS class of '69, has been named the 2019
Woman of the Year by the Willmar Business and Professional
Women. She has been active for years in the Willmar community,
serving on the City Council since 2013, and currently serving as the
president of the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities. She has
served on various boards in Willmar community and was the first
woman to receive the Distinguished Service Award from the
Chamber of Commerce. We are proud of you, Audrey!
Congratulations.

Congratulations also to Dan Westby, DHS class of ’78
for coaching volleyball and girls basketball teams
from Marshall high school to the MN State tournaments
25 times since he has been there. Remarkable
achievement, Dan! Great job.

The playground committee has completed phase 1 of the new playground
at the city park on the west side of town by Voelz Field. Equipment is in and
being played on by the youngsters in town. Construction has bequn on the
foundation for the warming house/community room. Watch for the
progress!

We have some “unsung” volunteers that we would like to acknowledge this
year —everyone from building committee members, groundskeepers,
concert planners and workers, board members, newsletter workers,
museum openers, tour guides, and on and on — no one is paid for these
jobs, and they all get done! Thanks to Rod Black, Lowell Jakel, Kathy
Tepfer, Sandy Frank, Cal and Suzie Lueck, Stan Malecek, Al
Schochenmaier, Maurice and Harriet Schroeder, Dorothy Kleinhuizen, Jan
Westby, Jeanette Schneiderman. Also thanks to Amy Ervin for printing our
newsletter every quarter! And thanks to Dotty for letting us assemble the
newsletters in the city council room. Together we are preserving Danube’s
history. If you want to be a part of it, let us know, or come to a meeting.
We welcome everyone!

We are still accepting “Danube high school sweetheart”
stories, and would love your other stories as well. Maybe a
Halloween pranks? Homecoming memories? Washington,
;’mﬂmﬁ DC Senior_trip memories? _ .

L;,ﬂ Danube will be the featured city at the Renville County
Museum this spring and summer. Sports stories, as well as
other remembrances are always welcome. We also enjoy
hearing the “small world” connection stories.

Send to DHS, PO Box 463, Danube, MN 56230

or email to: danubehs@gmail.com.  Thanks!
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Membership Dues - $10.00 per individual.

January 15t begins new year.

$10 per person per year. Use the form below and mail
fo PO Box 463, Danube, MN 56230
Your support is very important to us and we appreciate you very much!

Yes, I would like to support the Danube Historical Society
Total Amount enclosed: $

Dues For: Name(s)

Donation - §

Memorial - § In Memory of:

From: DHS Class:-

Address change:

E-mail:

Would you like to receive this newsletter by email? Yes_ No__

| #1 holiday hack:

When you buy your gifts
at smile.amazon.com,
Amazon donates.

amazonsmile

\\\\\ —

Keep using Amazon Smile and
choose Danube Historical Society
to get a percentage of your
purchase. We received $23.40 for
the quarter ending 9/30/2019.

RECENT DEATHS
Brad Olson, DHS class of ‘68
Rex Dailey
Wilbur Standfuss, DHS class of ‘56
Laverne Bruns
Naomi Jasmer, wife of Leroy who
taught at DHS from 1949 — 1952
Elroy Kuglin, DHS class of ‘56
Don Dobmeier, husband of Mary Lou
Kopel, DHS class o ‘50
Mary Ann Hayek
Don Haubrich, DHS class of ‘44
Ardyce Olson, DHS class of ‘69
Barb Schroeder Maurice, DHS
class of ‘61
Dick Benson
Gladys Van Den Einde, mother of
Robert '61, Jerry ‘64, Gene ‘69
Joe Carlson, DHS class of ‘77
Roger Prodoehl, DHS class of ‘68
Gwen Wacek, wife of Dick Wacek

MUSEUM HOURS :

May to October:
Tuesday and Friday
afternoons from 1:30 — 4:00
or by request. Call:

Rod 320-826-2274
Lowell J. 320-826-2740
Cal & Suzie 320-826-2236

2020 DATES TO SAVE
Planning Meetings:
April to November 2nd & 4th
Thursdays @ 9:30
From November — April, 2md
Thursday @ 9:30
All members welcome to attend.
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