
City Council Minutes for:  Wednesday, November 12, 2025     Page 1 of 5 

 

DANUBE CITY COUNCIL 

Special & Regular Council Meeting 

Wednesday, November 12, 2025 6:30 PM 

Danube Council Chambers 
 

 

A special/regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on November 12, 2025 at 

6:00 p.m. with Mayor Chris Schneider presiding.  The meeting then was called to order at 6:30 

p.m. in the Danube Council Chambers.  
 

The following Councilmembers were present: Ryan Bentley, Sharon Krogman, Travis Schneider 

and Carrie Garza via phone for the beginning of the regular schedule meeting. 
 

Councilmembers absent: None 
 

Others Present: Steven Collins, Ken Johnson, Kathy Johnson, Ryan Odden – Moore Engineering, 

Public Works Director Dan Kaufenberg and City Clerk-Treasurer Dotty Schnobrich. 

 

 

Approval of Agenda 

  

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to 

approve the Agenda for the Special Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  

  

 

Evaluations 

  

The Councilmembers met with each employee present to give them their review results.  

  

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to award 

Dan Kaufenberg the following raise: $39.03/per hour increase to $40.25/per hour.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to award Dotty 

Schnobrich the following raise:  $30.45/per hour increase to $31.45/per hour.  The motion passed 

with a 3 to 1 vote, with Mayor Chris Schneider, Councilmember Bentley and Councilmember 

Krogman voting in favor and Councilmember Travis Schneider opposing. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to not award 

any pay increase to Les Schneider – maintenance position. The motion carried unanimously. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to award 

Jaime Aalderks the following raise:  $17.00/per hour increase to $17.50/per hour.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

  

There being no further business in the special meeting, Councilmember Travis Schneider moved 

and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to adjourn the special meeting.  With all 

members voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

The Special meeting ended and the Regular meeting started at 7:00pm.  
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Approval of Agenda 

  

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to 

approve the Agenda for the Regular Meeting with the addition of Steven Collins and Ken and 

Kathy Johnson under Open Forum.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Approval of Consent Agenda 

 

Councilmember Krogman moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as listed below.  The motion passed with a 4 to 1 vote, with 

Councilmember Bentley, Councilmember Krogman, Councilmember Garza (via phone) and 

Councilmember Travis Schneider voting in favor and Mayor Chris Schneider abstaining The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda – please see notes to agenda items below 

The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be 

approved with one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council 

member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the 

consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

 

• Minutes of Regular Meeting of October 8, 2025 

• Liquor License – The Hawks Nest – January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2026 

 

Open Forum 

 

Steven Collins – Soccer Camp – Steven spoke with the Councilmembers about using the Voelz 

Field for five (5) Saturdays starting last Saturday in May going through June.  They would also 

like access to the bathrooms.  Mayor Schneider suggested possibly giving them a key for the 

bathrooms and they would be responsible to clean them after.  A liability waiver was also 

discussed.  The Councilmembers asked Steven to work with Dotty on making a waiver that would 

relate to soccer verses the waiver they have for the hockey group.  Also discussed was a place to 

store the hockey goals. 

 

Ken Johnson – Ken asked if the road was going to be vacated.  The Councilmembers informed 

him that the road will not be vacated by the City of Danube.  Ken also asked about if the City of 

Danube can do anything about train engines sitting on the tracks running at night.  The 

Councilmembers have no say on the railroad.  Ken also inquired about semi-trucks using the roads 

in Danube.  The Councilmembers stated that the truck routes are on 1st Street, Main Street and 3rd 

Street so they would be able to use those.  Ken asked for the Councilmembers to change 3rd Street 

from being a truck route.  The Council took no action at this time on changing a truck route. 

 

 

Employee Report – Public Works Director 

 

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report for Public Works Director 

Dan Kaufenberg.  Dan was not present at the meeting.  The report is below  
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• School – Boilers are up and running.  Chapell Central was in to tune the burners.  Boiler #2 

has a bad pump on the fuel oil side of it that will need replacement. Boiler #1 has a motor 

that is developing a bad spot in it upon start up.  Will be getting quotes from Chappell 

Central to replace these items.  Sullivans Electric will be in to fix a circulation pump on 

the hot water. 

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion 

to approve purchasing a Boiler Motor and Fuel Pump Kit from Chappel Central plus 

installation.  The motion carried unanimously. 

• Water – The wells averaged 28,000 gal/day for the month of October.  The power line for 

well #5 had to be fixed a second time by Design Electric from them trenching through the 

line the first time.  Two trees down by well #5 will have to be removed for the new power 

line from Xcel Energy to the new treatment plant.  Will be taking down once Jaime is back.  

Dan also spoke about a curb stop that he can’t access at 401 5th Street. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve 

Bonnema to dig up at 401 5th Street and replace the curb stop.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

• Wastewater – Johnson Jet Line was in town jetting Sanitary lines.  They completed the west 

end of town.  I also had them do a couple of storm lines that were draining slow.  It possible 

one had a broken pipe.  Will try to get camera in it to verify. 

• Mower – I talked with Warren from Warrens sales n Prinsburg and he thought that our 

Scag mower is worth about $7000.00.  He recently sold a used one just like it with more 

hours and sold it for $6500.00.  The Councilmembers asked Dan to get a quote for the 

December meeting. 

• Community Center – All furnace filters have been replaced.  I also set up all the thermostats.  

None of them were set to correct day, time, and unoccupied time settings.  All furnaces are 

currently working. 

 

 

Moore Engineering – Ryan Odden 

 

Ryan Odden was present from Moore Engineering.  Ryan Odden reviewed Pay Application #13 

from Eagle Construction with the Councilmembers. 
Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to approve 

Pay Application #13 for $255,075.00 to Eagle Construction pending RD approval.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Ryan Odden reviewed invoice SIN00005552 from Moore Engineering with the Councilmembers 

for the months of October. 
Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve Invoice 

SIN005552 for $31,701.00 to Moore Engineering pending RD approval.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 
 

Ryan Odden then asked approval for the invoices for the Stormwater Planning Grant that they 

performed. 

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to 

approve Invoice #s 41739, 41543, 41542, 41541, 41540 and 35203R for $29,600.00 for the Stormwater 

Planning Grant.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Ryan Odden also asked approval for the invoice for the city-wide replacement project that they 

performed. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve Invoice 

SIN005551 for $2,900.00 to Moore Engineering pending RD approval.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 
 

 

Employee Report – Chief of Police 

 

Renville Chief of Police Aaron Slagter was not present but the monthly employee and Police 

Department report was in the Councilmembers packets for them to review.  

 

 

Employee Report – City Clerk 

 

• Completed Items - Dotty has filed PERA and payroll taxes. 

• Office Closed & Vacation - Dotty will be using vacation on November 24th through 

November 27th and December 22nd through January 1st. 

 

 

School Building Updates 

 

There was a notice in the Councilmembers packets from Amy Kramin that she would no longer 

be renting in the school building after December.  Councilmember Krogman also informed the 

Councilmembers that Santa’s Closet would be renting another room this year. 

 

Community Center & Park Building Updates 

 

Mayor Chris Schneider reported that his keys to the Community Center was lost for a short time 

but they have been found.  The Councilmembers discussed the Park Building and the hockey rink.  

The Councilmembers directed Dotty to email Ben Ryan regarding administration rights to the 

cameras and the doors through Sifely along with dates of use and liability waivers completed.  

Dotty will write up an email and Mayor Chris Schneider will review it before it gets sent.   

 

Unfinished Business 

 

Vacant Lot – In the Councilmembers packets was an offer to purchase the property at 403 3rd 

Street.  The Councilmembers discussed the offer. 

 

Councilmember Krogman moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to 

approve accepting the offer to buy Plat Lots 11 & 12 BLK 2 parcel number 30-00280-00 for 

$5,010.00 from Joshua Ward and to direct Aaron Walton to do a Quit Claim Deed for the property.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Financial Reports 

 

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from October 9, 2025 thru November 12, 2025. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

bills as submitted in the amount of $64,649.80 (checks) and $6,979.74 (electronic fund transfers) 
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with any checks related to the water treatment plant held pending RD approval. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from October 6, 2025 thru November 10, 2025. 

The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2025. 

The Councilmembers reviewed the Bank Reconciliations for September and October 2025. 

 

New Business 

 

Audit Proposals – The Councilmembers reviewed the proposal from Oberloh & Oberloh, LTD. 

Councilmember Krogman moved and Councilmember Chris Schneider seconded a motion to 

accept the audit proposal from Oberloh & Oberloh, LTD with the condition the audit is not to 

exceed $6,250.00 for the year 2025 & 2026 and $6,350.00 for the year 2027.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Water Rates – The Councilmembers discussed the water rates that were needed in order to comply 

with the letter of conditions from Rural Development the election results from November 5, 2024.  

After a lengthy conversation the Councilmembers made a motion to increase the water rates to 

comply with the letter of conditions with Rural Development. 

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion 

to approve to change the water rates from 2025 to 2026 consisting of increasing the base rate to 

$182.31 per 3 months, starting with the January 2026 billing.  The motion passed with a 3 to 1 

vote, with Mayor Chris Schneider, Councilmember Bentley and Councilmember Travis Schneider 

voting in favor and Councilmember Krogman opposing. 

  

Assessments – The Councilmembers reviewed the 1 (one) parcel that has an outstanding utility bill 

and also mowing for 2025. 

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to 

approve assessing parcel number 30-00305-00 for $634.43 for lawn mowing and unpaid utilities. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Future Business 

 

Final Truth in Taxation at December Meeting 

 

Correspondence - None 

 
 

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Bentley moved and 

Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.  With all members voting in 

favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted:  Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk 

 
 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

Ryan Bentley, Mayor     Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk 


