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DANUBE CITY COUNCIL 

Regular Council Meeting 

Wednesday, October 13, 2021 7:00 PM 

Danube Council Chambers 

 

A regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on October 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

with Mayor Allex presiding. 

 

The following Councilmembers were present: Ryan Bentley, Carrie Garza, Sharon Krogman and 

Phil Standfuss 

 

Councilmembers absent: None 

 

Others Present: Ben Ryan, Public Works Director Dan Kaufenberg, Police Chief Les Schneider 

and City Clerk-Treasurer Dotty Schnobrich. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

Agenda with the addition of a six (6) month extension on a building permit at 208 4th Street.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Approval of Consent Agenda 

 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve the 

consent agenda as listed below.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda – please see notes to agenda items below 

The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be 

approved with one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council 

member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the 

consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

 

• Minutes of Regular Meeting of September 8, 2021 

• Building Permit – 104 6th Street – Fence 

• Building Permit Extension – 208 4th Street – Six (6) Months 

 

Open Forum 

 

Ben Ryan – Park Building – The Councilmembers reviewed a Facility Use Agreement with the 

Danube Area Athletic Club.  Ben asked that an electronic version of the agreement so he can edit 

it and then have the Councilmembers see the changes and then send it to the Attorney for final 

review.  The agreement will come back to the November meeting for approval from the 

Councilmembers.  Ben Ryan spoke with the Councilmembers about the park building.  Some of 

the items discussed was keyless locks, use of the building by the Danube Area Athletic Club, when 

the restrooms should be unlocked for public use, things left to be completed down in the building 

which include but not limited to countertops, window trim, vinyl base 3 door closures, grading & 

seeding.  The Councilmembers discussed installing keyless locks down at the building in which 

could be programmed with a key code for when the building is being rented.  Schneider brought 
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up about needing another Ring camera for down at the park.  The only area uncovered by camera 

is the lit-up overhang to the north of the building.  He recommends that the city purchase one 

additional camera costing $180 and the solar panel to run it for $45.  We currently pay a $100 

yearly subscription for the service, which does not increase with another camera.  The PD has used 

these cameras and it will be beneficial to have the busiest area on the surveillance camera.  Ben 

Ryan would again purchase the items on his Amazon account (10% discount), and he has offered 

to install this camera like the other four at the park. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve 

purchasing another Ring camera and solar panel for down at the park for no more than $275.00.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

Dotty brought up that there is currently a Duininck’s bill that is in the process of being corrected 

and will need to be paid before the next Council meeting and was asking for permission to pay the 

bill.  The bill is for the concrete down at the park. 

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve 

paying the current Duininck’s bill for up to $1,750.00.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Employee Report – Public Works Director 

 

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report for Public Works Director 

Dan Kaufenberg.  Dan was not present at the meeting.  The report is below  
  

• School – I’m waiting on Chappell Central to come and redo some piping for code and to 

replace a low water cutout.  After that has been done the boilers will be put back together 

and filled up to be ready for fire. 

• Water – The generator issue on well #3 has been resolved.  I noticed that after the new 

transfer switch was installed that two of the wires were installed backwards causing the 

pump to run in the wrong rotation.  I had Sullivan’s Electric come out to verify and correct 

the issue.  The wells averaged 33,000 gal/day for the month of September. 

• Sanitary – The lift station needs to be cleaned out again.  Johnson Jet line did it in the 

spring.  I would like to have them come back yet this fall to do it again. Price would be 

about same as last time.  I’m also having them work up some pricing for a cleaning contract 

going forward.  This would include the lift station and sewer lines.  Having the contract 

would give the city better rates and would eliminate any emergency cleaning prices if 

needed.  The lift station averaged 34,000 gal/day for the month of September. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Standfuss seconded a motion to 

approve Johnson Jet-Line to come clean the lift station.  The motion carried unanimously. 

• Fire Hall – I received some quotes from Sullivans Electric to redo the lights at the 

firehall/city office.  To convert all 53 lights to led bulbs, the two can lights outside, and 

new emergency light in hallway is $2650.00.  To replace all 53 lights with new fixtures 

including the can lights and emergency lights is $7600.00. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve 

Sullivan’s Electric to convert the old light fixtures in the City Hall/Fire Hall building to 

leds for $2,650.00.  A total of 53 inside fixtures, 2 lamps outside, 2 can lights outside and 

a new emergency light in the hallway.  The motion carried unanimously. 

• Loader – The cost from RDO Equipment for a safety platform and a set of pallet forks is 

$7500.00.  Councilmember Bentley also had a quote for a basket.  Dan will get additional 

quotes for a safety platform and pallet forks and bring to the next meeting. 
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• Water Turn Off Issue – Dan informed the Councilmembers that he is pretty sure the water 

turn off valve is under the tree at the resident’s place that there is an outstanding bill with 

the City of Danube.  The Councilmembers discussed the issue and asked Dotty to contact 

the attorney and ask him to write a letter on behalf of the City and send it to the resident. 

Councilmember Krogman brought up a concern about the EDA building looking dirty on 

the siding.  Dotty informed the Councilmembers that the EDA was having cleaners coming 

in and that Jeff Freitag (EDA President) was also going to have them look at cleaning the 

outside of the building also.  

 

There was no monthly report From Jeremy Boots as he was not present for the meeting but Dotty 

did present the Land Pride Construction No 2. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to approve the 

Land Pride Construction No 2 payment of $18,289.40.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Employee Report – Chief of Police 

 

Chief of Police Les Schneider was present to give his monthly employee and Police Department 

report.  Statistics for September 2021 were higher compared to last year at the same time with 65 

calls, 32 reports, 27 traffic stops, 10 citations, 33 mutual assists and 2 home security checks.   

Additional business discussed: 

  

• School Building Updates – RCW has been using the gym area for JH volleyball through 

the month of September and will continue until November.  The floor in the Renville gold 

gym is completed but needs 30 days to dry before use.  I have been working with Tri-

Valley and Little Lambs during this time. 

• Dog License Update – Eighty-eight dogs have been licensed in the City of Danube.  After 

the licensing deadline, two residents were issued citations. 

• City Park Update – The Ring camera system at the park is installed at has been in use for 

the past two months.  The only area uncovered by camera is the lit-up overhang to the north 

of the building.  I recommend that the city purchase one additional camera costing $180 

and the solar panel to run it for $45.  We currently pay a $100 yearly subscription for the 

service, which does not increase with another camera.  The PD has used these cameras and 

it will be beneficial to have the busiest area on the surveillance camera.  Ben Ryan would 

again purchase the items on his Amazon account (10% discount), and he has offered to 

install this camera like the other four at the park. 

• First Response Training Update – The 44-plan training for the First Response occurs on 

October 28 with Ridgewater College.  I sent the annual contract in to Ridgewater, with the 

cost staying at $480 a session. 

• Mandated Use of Force/Firearm Qualifications - The PD completed the annual firearms 

training and qualifications on Sept. 26.  This completed the required Use of Force training 

for 2021 as mandated by the POST Board. 

• Emergency Vehicle Operations Course - I will be attending the EVOC training in St. 

Cloud at the MN Highway and Safety Center on October 20.  I completed the two-hour 

EVOC general course given online on October 5, which is the prerequisite to the six-hour 

driving class.  This course is required by the POST Board every five years to operate a 

squad car in MN. 
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• 2021 Executive Training Institute - I will be attending, and I’m currently registered for the 

2021 ETI at St. Cloud from Oct. 31 to Nov. 3.  The city will receive an $850 scholarship 

for attending this year’s conference. 

• Renville County Mitigation Meeting/Training - I attended the Zoom meeting on Sept. 30 

given by the Renville County Emergency Management Office.  The two-hour meeting 

addressed future planning for local disasters and response needed during these events. 

• State Police Aid - The 2021 police state aid was received on Oct. 1 in the amount of 

$9192.57. 

Councilmember Standfuss brought to Schneider’s attention about another semi parking on 

the roads.  Schneider already addressed the issue with the resident. 

 

 

Employee Report – City Clerk 

 

• Land Update – Nothing new to report. 

• Credit Card Follow-Up – The Credit Card has now been changed to $6,000.00.  We are 

waiting on a letter letting us know if we qualify for the $10,000.00 we are asking for.  Brian 

Block’s credit card was changed to $2,000.00 also.  Dotty has now renewed the City of 

Danube website so everything is good for 5 more years.  Dotty has since received in the 

mail a letter stating the credit card has been approved for $10,000.00. 

• Tables for the Community Center – Since the last time we researched this the cost has gone 

up almost $40 per table.  If you did 20 tables the cost would be around $2,699.80 for 20 

tables currently. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to 

purchase 20 8-foot-long banquet tables for the Community Center up to $3,000.00.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

Councilmember Bentley will store the old tables until the City decides what to do with 

them.  He will also switch out some of the tables in the Fire Hall for some of the nicer ones 

from the Community Center. 

• Employee Evaluation Date & Time - Would the Councilmembers like to do this at the next 

meeting on Wednesday, November 10th at 6pm?  We have been doing this for the last few 

years to avoid having to have a special meeting. 

The Councilmembers discussed this and decided that 6pm is start time on Wednesday, 

November 10th is fine. 

• Completed Items - Dotty has filed PERA, Payroll Taxes, Quarterly Payroll Reports and 

Quarterly Sales Tax. 

• Office Closed & Vacation - Thursday, November 11, 2021 Veterans’ Day.  I would like to 

take vacation November 22nd thru November 28th but payroll is on Monday, November 

22nd so would it be possible for me to do payroll early on Thursday, November 18th?  Thank 

you for the consideration. 

The Councilmembers discussed the payroll and decided it would be okay for Dotty to do 

the payroll on Thursday, November 18th. 

 

 

School Building Updates - None 
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Community Center & Park Building Updates - None 

 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

City Hall/Fire Department Light Quotes – This was covered in the Employee Report – Public 

Works Director. 

 

Rural and Urban Service Districts Ordinance – First Reading – The Councilmembers held the 

first reading of Ordinance 2021-02 Establishing Rural Service Districts.  Dotty did inform the 

Councilmembers that she is waiting for Aaron to get back to her on this Ordinance and if he says 

that this needs to be published first then we will have to redo the first reading.  The 

Councilmembers reviewed Ordinance 2021-02 and held the first reading of it. 

 

 

Financial Reports 

 

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from September 9, 2021 thru October 13, 2021. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

bills as submitted in the amount of $60,528.97 (checks) and $11,542.58 (electronic fund transfers). 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from September 8, 2021 thru October 11, 2021. 

The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2021. 

The Councilmembers reviewed the Bank Reconciliations for September 2021. 

 

 

New Business 
 

Fee Schedule – The Councilmembers received a fee schedule in their packets and reviewed the 

fees. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

fees from 2021 for 2022 with no changes. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Utility Schedule – The Councilmembers reviewed the break down the rates and usage of resident 

and business water and sewer accounts.  After some discussion the Councilmembers made a 

motion regarding 2021 utility rates. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to have no rate 

increase for the water or sewer utilities.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Garbage Rates – The Councilmembers reviewed the garbage rates for both residents and 

businesses and discussed the rates and weights. 

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to leave the 

garbage rates the same from 2021 to 2022 with no changes. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Future Business - None 

 

 

Correspondence - None 
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There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Bentley moved and 

Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.  With all members voting in 

favor, the meeting was adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted:  Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk 

 
 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

Gene Allex, Mayor     Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk 


