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DANUBE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting
Wednesday, August 13, 2025 7:00 PM
Danube City Council Chambers

A regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on August 13, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.
with Mayor Chris Schneider opening the meeting. The meeting then was called to order at 7:00

p-m. in the Council Chambers.

The following Councilmembers were present: Ryan Bentley, Sharon Krogman, Chris Schneider
and Travis Schneider

Councilmembers absent: Carrie Garza

Others Present: Jon Driggs, Ryan Odden — Moore Engineering, Public Works Director Dan
Kaufenberg and City Clerk-Treasurer Dotty Schnobrich.

Approval of Agenda

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the
Agenda for the Regular Meeting. The motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Consent Agenda

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to
approve the consent agenda as listed below with the correction under New Business - Disbanding
the Danube Police Department - The Councilmembers discussed this briefly.

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve
disbanding the Danube Police Department effective immediately July, 09, 2025. The motion
carried with Councilmembers Bentley, Garza, Krogman and Travis Schneider voting in favor and
Councilmember Chris Schneider opposing._The motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda — please see notes to agenda items below
The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be
approved with one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council
member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the
consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.

e Minutes of Regular Meeting of July 09, 2025

Open Forum

Sealed Bids — The Councilmembers opened the sealed bids for the 2003 Ford Crown Victoria and
the 2003 Chevrolet Silverado pickup. There was five (5) bids for the Ford Crown Victoria. The
bid amounts from lowest to highest were $205.00, $250.00, $351.25, $400.00 and $474.00. There
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was three (3) bids for the Chevrolet Silverado. The bid amounts from lowest to highest were
$250.00, $351.25 and $500.00.

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to
awarding the winning bids as follows — 2003 Ford Crown Victoria to Paul Kokesch for $474.00
and the 2003 Chevrolet Silverado pickup to Theresa Nelson for $500.00. The motion carried
unanimously.

John Driggs — Jon Driggs from Community Electric spoke with the Councilmembers about he is
involved with a group of investors mainly made up of organic farmers and the are looking at
possible purchasing the old elevator on Railroad Avenue for the purpose of an organic facility
strictly for organic grain. They are looking to see if the City of Danube would be interested in
vacating Railroad Avenue from Main Street (2" Street) to 4™ Street. The Councilmembers asked
for the paperwork from TCW with their approval so the City of Danube is not overstepping their
decisions. The Councilmembers are in favor of what is being proposed by Jon Driggs and asked
him to work with Dotty, City Clerk and City Attorney Aaron Walton to come to the correct
decision for both parties involved. Jon did talk about possible future additions to the site. The
Councilmembers asked for Dotty to reach out to Aaron Walton to move forward on this and bring
it back to the next Council Meeting in September.

Emplovee Report — Public Works Director

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report for Public Works Director Dan
Kaufenberg. The report is below

* School — Boilers have been drained and cleaned out. Waiting on state boiler inspector to
due annual inspections before putting back together. Will also be ordering some
thermostats and valves to have on hand for replacement when needed.

*  Water—The wells averaged 47,000 gal/day for the month of July. No other issues to report.

*  Wastewater — A secondary pond discharge was completed in July. This was outside of our
normal discharge period and was due to high rain totals. MPCA was contacted and was
given okay to discharge. The lift station averaged 68,000 gal/day which is still higher than
normal for this time of year.

»  Storm — There is now a sinkhole on E. Maple where we thought there was a line collapsed.
Bonnema Excavating has been contacted to dig and repair line. They were already on line
to fix pipe before collapse.

» Tree Removal — Both Maple trees have been removed at school. Large Maple was split 3
ways all the way to the base. Big Bark Tree Taming is scheduled for 8-12-2025 to remove
tree at Depot and 4 stumps and school. The Councilmembers asked Dan to put grass seed
down where the trees were removed.

*  Community Center — The front AC unit in the C. Center is not working and beyond repair.
I’ve included a quote from Steves Htg. to replace the unit. The Councilmembers asked for
more quotes for the AC unit.

*  Mosquito Spray — More mosquito spray was ordered from Farmward. Will start slowing
down on spraying as long as weather cooperates.
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* No Parking Sign — I have had residents express concern over semi-trucks parking and
running their trucks overnight on CO RD 1 at the south edge of town. They would like a
no parking sign installed there. The Councilmembers discussed the issue and asked Dan
to reach out to the Renville County Sheriffs Department to watch for overnight parking
when they pass through town. Dan said he would reach out to the Renville Police
Department to keep an eye out.

* Lawn Mower — Councilmember Chris Schneider brought up the lawn mower and asked
Dan to look at costs for one so they can budget for it. Dotty reminded the Councilmembers
that a new lawn mower would come out of Capital Outlay and would not be put on the
budget for 2026.

* Payloader — Councilmember Bentley spoke with Dan about Jaime working on Fridays if
he had a list to do from Dan or was just working on his own. Dan said he had no list but
he mainly just mows on Fridays when needed. Councilmember Bentley brought up a
complaint that the payloader was out doing work for a resident in which the City of Danube
does not allow. Dan said he just found out about it and not sure what was all done by Jaime
with the payloader. The Councilmembers reminded Dan that any work that Jaime performs
needs to come from the directions of Dan, Dotty or the Councilmembers and not the
residents.

Emplovee Report - Moore Engineering

Ryan Odden was present from Moore Engineering. Ryan Odden reviewed Pay Application #10
from Eagle Construction with the Councilmembers.

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to
approve Pay Application #10 for $631,478.35 to Eagle Construction pending RD approval. The
motion carried unanimously.

Ryan Odden gave an update on the status of the work being completed at the Water Treatment
Plant. Ryan Odden also spoke with the Councilmembers about getting new water meters and
computer and software and also adjusting the water rates for the funds required per the agreements.
Ryan mentioned that Kevin from Rural Development said there should be enough money to cover
this at no additional cost to the City of Danube.

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to
approve Ryan Odden reaching out to Kevin with Rural Development about doing water meters,
computer and software as long as there will be no additional costs to the City of Danube. The
motion carried unanimously.

Emplovee Report — Renville Chief of Police — Aaron Slagter

Renville Chief of Police Aaron Slagter was not present. The monthly employee and Police
Department report was in the Councilmembers packets for them to review. The Councilmembers
reviewed the information. Mayor Schneider and Councilmember Bentley will meet with the City
of Renville before August 29" for negotiations as stated in the contract.
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Emplovee Report — City Clerk

* Land Update — Nothing new to report.

*  Completed Items — Dotty has filed PERA and payroll taxes.

* Office Closed & Vacation — The Danube City Office will be closing early on Thursday,
August 14" for OSHA Training and closed Monday, September 1, 2025 for Labor Day.

School Building Updates - None

Community Center & Park Building Updates - None

Unfinished Business

Resolution Accepting the offer of the United States of America to purchase a $1,915,000.00
General Obligation Water Revenue Bond of 20254 - Danube USDA Taxable GO Water Revenue
Bond 20254 Resolution — The Councilmembers reviewed the Resolution prepared by Taft Law.
Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to
approve Resolution Accepting the offer of the United States of America to purchase a
81,915,000.00 General Obligation Water Revenue Bond of 20254. The motion carried
unanimously.

Water and Wast System Grant Agreement RD - Danube City of Bulletinl780-12 — The
Councilmembers reviewed the agreement prepared by Rural Development.

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve
signing the Water and Wast System Grant Agreement with Rural Development. The motion carried
unanimously.

Financial Reports

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from July 10, 2025 thru August 13, 2025.
Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to
approve the bills as submitted in the amount of 8277,273.19 (checks) and $6,475.93 (electronic
fund transfers) with any checks related to the water treatment plant held pending RD approval
first and a wire transfer of $1,915,512.78 to First National Bank of Omaha on September 2, 2025
for the 20244 Series Bond. The motion carried unanimously.

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from July 08, 2025 thru August 11, 2025.
The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2025.
The Councilmembers reviewed the Bank Reconciliations for June and July 2025.
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New Business

Resolution 05 -2025 — Resolution Declaring Equipment or Property Surplus and Authorizing the
Sale of the Same - The Councilmember Bentley updated the Councilmembers that the City of
Atwater Police Department is interest in the 2011 Ford Crown Victoria squad car and the M&P15
Arl5 Long Rifle for $6,500.00. The City of Atwater Police Department first needs to speak with
their Council to get approval and Councilmember Bentley will update the Council at the next
meeting if it was approved to move forward with the sale.

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Chris Schneider seconded a motion to
approve Resolution 05 -2025 — Resolution Declaring Equipment or Property Surplus and
Authorizing the Sale of the Same. The motion carried unanimously.

Mowing — Councilmember Bentley asked if it could be addressed of people mowing their grass
into the streets as it is going down the storm drains and creating issues. The Councilmembers
discussed this and Dotty suggested making a door hanger that could be hung on the doors when it
is seen so the residents can be notified that this is against Codification to help resolve the issue.
Dotty will make hangers and have them available for Dan and the Councilmembers to hang as they
see this happening.

Semi Parking — The Councilmembers discussed the semis parking on the roads in Danube and gave
permission for the Renville Police Department to address this issue to resolve them not parking on
the streets. Councilmember Bentley will speak with Police Chief Aaron Slagter about addressing
the semis parking on the streets.

Future Business - None

Correspondence - None

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and
Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. With all members voting in
favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted: Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk

Chris Schneider, Mayor Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk



