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DANUBE CITY COUNCIL 

Regular Council Meeting 

Wednesday, August 10, 2022 7:00 PM 

Danube Council Chambers 

 

A regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on August 10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 

with Mayor Allex presiding. 

 

The following Councilmembers were present: Ryan Bentley, Carrie Garza, Sharon Krogman and 

Phil Standfuss 

 

Councilmembers absent: None 

 

Others Present: Richard Roschild, Cindy Mertens, Jeff Baird, Jeremy Boots from Moore 

Engineering, Police Chief Les Schneider and City Clerk-Treasurer Dotty Schnobrich. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

  

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

Agenda for the Regular Meeting with the addition of Building Permit – 203 1st Street – Fence 

under the Consent Agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of Consent Agenda 

 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

consent agenda as listed below.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda – please see notes to agenda items below 

The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be 

approved with one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council 

member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the 

consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

 

• Minutes of Regular Meeting of July 13, 2022 

• Building Permit – 407 Oak Street – Garage & Driveway 

• Building Permit – 703 Oak Street – Fence 

• Building Permit – 203 1st Street - Fence 

 

Open Forum 

 

Cindy Mertens – Danube Community Center – The Councilmembers had in their packet s a letter 

from Cindy Mertens expressing concerns about the Community Center and requesting a refund for 

the rent she paid for on Friday, July 29th.  Cindy voiced her concerns to the condition of the 

Community Center.  The Councilmembers apologized but explained that they are short on help 

currently and working on trying to find someone to hire.   

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve 

refunding $50.00 to Cindy Mertens for the rent paid for Friday, July 29th for renting the 

Community Center.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Employee Report – Public Works Director 

 

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report for Public Works Director 

Dan Kaufenberg.  Dan was not present for the meeting.  The report is below  

  

• School – The lights by the elevator have been fixed for Back the Pack.  There are some 

other lights not working for Tri-Valley.  Will be calling in Sullivans to look at them.  Still 

waiting for the boilers to be inspected and the low water cut outs replaced by Chappell 

Central. 

• Water – The water leak on CO RD 1 was dug up and repaired by Bonnema Excavating.  

The poly pump in well #3 has been repaired by Hawkins Chemical.  The wells averaged 

56,000 gal/day for the month of July. 

• Sanitary/Storm – Still waiting for Johnson Jet Line to come and jet out storm line on East 

Maple and CO RD 1.  The lift station averaged 45,000 gal/day for the month of July. 

• Streets – Midwest Asphalt has been contacted to come and do some more air patching on 

the city streets. 

• City Office – The ac unit in the city office is not working properly and freezing up.  Steve’s 

Heating has been contacted to look at it 

• Sweeper – The sweeper is finally in the process of getting repaired.  I included a copy of 

the estimate for a total of $7316.87 which was approved by Ryan and Phil. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Standfuss seconded a motion to 

approve MacQueen Equipment to fix the street sweeper at a cost of $7,316.87.  The motion 

carried unanimously 

• Loader – After all the recent storm damage I decided to price out a grapple attachment for 

the loader bucket.  I think this would be very beneficial to the city for future uses.  Without 

someone coming in with there grapple after the first storm we’d still be cleaning up from 

that one alone.  The price of the grapple is $11,250.00 plus freight to haul our bucket there 

and back.  An estimate is included.  The Councilmembers discussed a grapple and decided 

to wait on purchasing at this time. 

• Thank Yous – The Councilmembers discussed sending thank yous out to those who helped 

with the storms that hit in July.  Les Schneider said he would get Dotty a list of those who 

helped along with the addresses for her to send out the thank yous. 

 

Employee Report - Moore Engineering – Jeremy Boots 

 

Jeremy Boots spoke with the Councilmembers about the Water Treatment Plant and meeting on 

Tuesday, August 23rd at 11:30am regarding the funding.  The Councilmembers approved holding 

a special meeting for Tuesday, August 23rd at 11:30am.  Dotty will get the notice posted as soon 

as Jeremy confirms that the meeting is still scheduled with the RDA. The Councilmembers 

reviewed possible increases to the water bills.  The Councilmembers reviewed the letter from the 

Haug Family Trust in depth and decided to contact the City Attorney on responding to the letter.  

Mayor Allex and Councilmember Standfuss will meet with Aaron Walton about getting the letter 

put together in response. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to approve 

moving forward on the water treatment plant.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Employee Report – Chief of Police 

 

Chief of Police Les Schneider was present to give his monthly employee and Police Department 

report.  Statistics for July 2022 were higher compared to last year at the same time with 65 calls, 

34 reports, 17 traffic stops, 6 citations, 45 mutual assists and 1 home security checks.   Additional 

business discussed: 

  

• School Building Updates – The DHS class of 1972 had their 50th class reunion on July 9, 

which included touring the school building. Due to rain, the depot concerts on July 7 and 

26 were moved into the school gym. The Beet Union meetings on July 21 and 22 were held 

in the school gym due to numbers attending. Betsy Hennen was given two keys to the back 

door. 

• POST Board Annual Training Reimbursement – The training reimbursement forms were 

sent into the POST Board for training expenses incurred from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 

2022. 

• Mosquito Spraying - The sprayer has been repaired and could be resumed due to the recent 

rainfall. 

• Storm Damage Update – With the last storms occurring on July 23 and 27, the PD and FD 

have been busy responding to calls and assisting with debris cleanup.   

• New Ballistic Vest - The contract with Ridgewater College will be sent in before training 

the end of September. The contract for EMS training is for one year. 

• Renville County EOC - Renville County EOC response survey was sent in after a 14-month 

involvement with the County EOC meetings. 

• The ballistic vest arrived on Aug. 5, and I assisted at the Community Center with an event 

on July 29 (Mertens). 

Mayor Allex asked a question about the attorney bill and Schneider reported that yes it is 

common for the attorney to contact others. 

 

 

Employee Report – City Clerk 

 

• Land Update – Nothing new to report. 

• Budget Date - Dotty reported that Councilmember Standfuss, Councilmember Krogman 

and Dotty still will need to get together before the September meeting. 

• Storm Hours for Firemen - Fire Chief Brian Block contacted Dotty and asked her to ask 

the Council if the City would be willing to pay for the hours worked by the Firemen on 

July 23, 2022 after the storm that went through along with a damaged chain.  The total cost 

would be approximately $685.00. 

Councilmember Krogman moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to 

approve paying the firemen for their hours and the damaged chain from the storm on July 

23, 2022 at an approximate cost of &685.00.  The motion carried with Mayor Allex, 

Councilmember Garza, Councilmember Krogman and Councilmember Standfuss voting 

in favor and Councilmember Bentley abstaining. 

• Completed Items - Dotty has filed PERA and paid Payroll taxes for July. 

• Office Closed & Vacation – Closing at noon on Thursday, August 11th; Closing at noon 

Wednesday, August 24th for OSHA training; and Closed on Monday, September 5th for 

Labor Day. 
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Codification – Title 15 

 

Mayor Allex spoke with the Councilmembers about concerns that have come about regarding 

patios, cinder blocks or cement.  Mayor Allex says it is unclear on this but the codification does 

say if you are altering the ground you need a building permit.  Richard Roschild voiced his thoughts 

on it and suggested maybe to put limits on the size.  Schneider spoke on how the history has been 

with the City is if you are changing the exterior you are required to get a building permit.  If you 

are just replacing such as windows or shingles you are not required to get a building permit.  The 

Councilmembers discussed this in detail. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve 

contacting the city attorney to amend Title 15 to include a patio of 100 feet or less made of patio 

pavers or blocks would not require a building permit.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Richard Roschild also mentioned that by the end of the year he would like to retire so the Council 

may want to look for another building official. 

 

School Building Updates 

 

The Councilmembers received an email from Sandy Whited from Tr-Valley in their packets along 

with an estimate.  The Councilmembers reviewed the email and Councilmember Krogman brought 

up whether this would be the City’s expense or if it would be Tri-Valley’s expense.  Mayor Allex 

will talk with Lonnie Davis about the water spicket. 

 

Community Center & Park Building Updates 
 

The Councilmembers reviewed the quotes for stoves from Olivia Appliance.  Mayor Allex will 

talk to a company in Alexandria about possible interest in buying the old stove in the Community 

Center. 

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Standfuss seconded a motion to approve 

purchasing 2 Whirlpool ranges for $709.00 each from Olivia Appliance with the additional cost 

of $15 installation per range and $15 cord per range.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Dotty also informed the Councilmembers that three (3) applications come in for the part time job 

available.  Councilmember Bentley and Councilmember Standfuss will do the interviews and 

report back to the City Council.  Mayor Allex reported that he had someone volunteer to clean the 

Community Center until someone was hired for the part-time maintenance/custodian position was 

filled.  After further discussion it was discovered that it was not a volunteer but instead someone 

who would be paid to clean.  Councilmember Garza said she would check the Community Center 

prior to the next event and then after.  Councilmember Garza will also get the keys for the 

Community Center back from Joey Jensen. 

 

Unfinished Business - None 
 

Financial Reports 

 

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from July 14, 2022 thru August 10, 2022. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Standfuss a motion to approve the bills as 

submitted in the amount of $88,628.89 (checks) and $9,798.98 (electronic fund transfers). The 

motion carried unanimously. 
 

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from July 12, 2022 thru August 8, 2022. 
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The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2022. 

The Councilmembers reviewed the Bank Reconciliation for July 2022.  

 

New Business 

 

Renville County Assessment Agreement – The Councilmembers reviewed the agreement from 

Renville County. 

Councilmember Krogman moved and Councilmember Garza seconded to approve signing and 

entering into the Renville County Assessment Agreement for 2023 and 2024.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

Future Business - None 

 

Correspondence 

 

Mediacom 
 

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Bentley moved and 

Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.  With all members voting in 

favor, the meeting was adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted:  Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk 

 
 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

Gene Allex, Mayor     Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk 


