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DANUBE CITY COUNCIL  

Regular Council Meeting  

Wednesday, June 12, 2025 7:00 PM  

Danube City Council Chambers  

  

A regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on June 12, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. with 

Mayor Chris Schneider opening the meeting.  The meeting then was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Council Chambers. 

  

The following Councilmembers were present: Carrie Garza, Sharon Krogman, Chris Schneider 

and Travis Schneider 

  

Councilmembers absent: Ryan Bentley 

  

Others Present: Kevin Friesen, Ryan Odden – Moore Engineering, Public Works Director Dan 

Kaufenberg, Police Chief Aaron Slagter and City Clerk-Treasurer Dotty Schnobrich. 

  

Approval of Agenda  

  

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

the Agenda for the Regular Meeting with the addition of League of MN Cities – Waiver on Tort 

Liability under New Business.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of Consent Agenda  

  

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

consent agenda as listed below.  The motion carried unanimously.  

  

Consent Agenda – please see notes to agenda items below  

The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be 

approved with one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council 

member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the 

consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.  

  

• Minutes of Regular Meeting of May 14, 2025 

• Liquor License – Danube Area Action Club – July 13th – Fun Days 

 

 

Open Forum 

 

Kevin Friesen – RD – Kevin spoke with the Councilmembers on the process of calling the Bone 

to closing and the RD Loan.  Over the next couple of months this will be addressed to notify of the 

bond closing, then close the bond and loan and then signing of the documents.  The goal is to have 

this completed by September 2nd.  Kevin also spoke with the Councilmembers about trying to help 

with getting water meters, a new computer and billing program to help with the changes that the 

City will need to do for increasing of the water rates to cover the Revenue Bond payments. 



City Council Minutes for:  Wednesday, June 12, 2025          Page 2 of 5  

  

 

Employee Report – Public Works Director  

  

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report for Public Works Director Dan 

Kaufenberg.  The report is below  

  

• School – Have been working on new list from Tri-Valley.  Will be removing trees that are 

splitting and stumps once Jaime is available to help.  Also, will get flag pole down.  Back 

spot from water break has been filled with granite and ceiling tiles painted from water 

leaks.  Have been up on roof caulking some area that could have been cause of leaks.  With 

further investigate and monitor. 

• Water – The wells averaged 56,000 gal/day for the month of May.  Totals were higher due 

to Farmward pumping water.  Mission Communications was down for a day which caused 

the pumps to automatically run.  They had to be shut off and ran manually for a day to keep 

levels in the tower.  All is working properly again.  

• Wastewater – A Spring discharge of the secondary pond was done in May.  All samples 

looked good.  There are no known issues in wastewater department.  The lift station 

pumped an average of 47,000 gal/day for the month of May. 

• Storm Water – Johnson Jet Line was here to clean out some more lines that weren’t 

draining.  While doing so I believe we have a partially collapsed line on East Maple.  It has 

not been draining properly for a while.  Would like to get someone in to dig it up and fix 

it.  I will try and camera it to get a more precise location to dig.  There is also a sink hole 

next to a storm drain om Main and Pine St.  I will see if I can fix it first without digging it 

up. 

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to 

approve fixing the collapsed line on East Maple Street by Bonnema.  motion carried 

unanimously 

• Depot - Was asked by one of the Historical members if they had a tree that is bad taken 

down if the city would pay for the removal since its city property.  The Councilmembers 

asked that Dan get quotes for removing the tree and bring them to the next Council meeting. 

• Vacation – Will Be using vacation days June 23rd and 24th.  Also, June 30th – July 6th.  

Would like to use the Juneteenth holiday on the 23rd. if council will allow and work on the 

19th instead. 

 

 

Employee Report - Moore Engineering 

 

Ryan Odden was present from Moore Engineering.  Ryan reviewed the Moore invoice for three 

(3) months of work.   

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

Pay Application #8 for $224,511.60 to Eagle Construction pending RD approval.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

Ryan Odden informed the Councilmembers that Deed has said Heavy/Highway rates will apply to 

the project. Eagle was asked to review and update the cost for this change order and that hours for 

particular tasks do not seem to be correct. They came back with minor changes. Eagle is being 

asked to revise the umbers again and at this time a response hasn’t come back yet. Change Order 
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3 – This is currently being revised by the contractor and has not had RD concurrence yet. The 

council may be asked to acknowledge the Deed has determined that Heavy/Highway wage rates 

apply to the project.  Dotty asked Ryan Odden if it was HUD that was to make the determination 

and not DEED.  Ryan Odden stated yes, it is supposed to be HUD but there is nobody there and 

DEED has asked them to move forward and use the Heavy/Highway rates. 

Ryan updated the Councilmembers on the construction activities.  The first 2 concrete tanks have 

passed their leak tests and the 3rd tank pour is scheduled for 6/10. Then the contractor will be 

pouring the floor for the rest of the building 

Ryan Odden also spoke with the Councilmembers regarding the MPCA grant.  In order to close 

out the grant, the MPCA has requested the City to approve a change order switching the agreement 

from hourly for engineering to lump sum. This is not changing any contract amounts. MPCA did 

not consider council time as an eligible expenses for the city local match. 

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to authorize the 

City Clerk to close out MPCA grant.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

Employee Report – Renville Chief of Police – Aaron Slagter  

  

Renville Chief of Police Aaron Slagter was present to give his monthly employee and Police 

Department report.  The report was in the Councilmembers packets for them to review.  Dotty and 

Aaron asked for the Council to give them direction on licensing golf carts.  The Council asked that 

if the police happen to see a golf cart with an expired sticker to just remind them to go to the City 

Office to renew the permit.  Dogs was the next item that was discussed and they will be handled 

as it occurs.  The final item was blighted properties.  The Council discussed the issue and decided 

to go back to having the City Clerk send letters to property owners in which a report comes in 

regarding the items that need to be addressed.  Someone will verify the concern that came in to 

make sure it is a valid concern.  Aaron explained Renville’s process on addressing mowing lawns 

and blighted properties.  Dotty will reach out to Renville for a sample of their letters they issue to 

use in Danube to deal with the issues that come to the City Office attention. Aaron did ask that 

everything get documented that the City does regarding sending letters and informing the residents 

of the issues.  Aaron did talk with the Councilmembers about the cameras down at the park.  The 

Councilmembers do not feel comfortable with opening the bathrooms door with the damage that 

has been occurring at the park.  Aaron also gave an update on his plans for police presence during 

Fun Days. 

 

 

Employee Report – City Clerk  

  

• Land Update – Nothing new to report.  

• Budget Group – Dotty asked for two (2) Councilmembers to help prepare the 2026 budget 

in the next couple of months.  Councilmember Krogman and Councilmember Travis 

Schneider volunteered to help prepare the 2026 Budget. 

• Completed Items – Dotty has filed PERA and payroll taxes. 

• Office Closed & Vacation – The Danube City Office will be closed Thursday, June 19th for 

a Juneteenth and Thursday July 3rd. 
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School Building Updates 

 

Dotty informed the Councilmembers that the Community Creative Circle has signed the lease for 

down at the School. 

 

Community Center & Park Building Updates 

  

Mayor Schneider asked if the tiles were addressed in the women’s bathroom.  Dan said he put the 

tile back up but hasn’t addressed the grid yet at this time.  He will try to get it done before Fun 

Days. 

 

Unfinished Business - None 

  

 

Financial Reports  

  

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from April 10, 2025 thru May 14, 2025.  

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve 

the bills as submitted in the amount of $878,577.12 (checks) and $6,385.41 (electronic fund 

transfers) with any checks related to the water treatment plant held pending RD approval first. 

The motion carried unanimously.  

  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from May 13, 2025 thru June 09, 2025.  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2025.  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Bank Reconciliations for May 2025.  

 

New Business  

 

Disbanding the Danube Police Department - The Councilmembers discussed this briefly and 

tabled this until a future meeting. 

 

Resolution 04 -2025 – Resolution Declaring Equipment or Property Surplus and Authorizing the 

Sale of the Same - The Councilmembers discussed the resolution and moved forward on trying to 

sell the 2003 Chevy Pickup and 2003 Ford Crown Victoria by sealed bids.  

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve 

Resolution 04 -2025 – Resolution Declaring Equipment or Property Surplus and Authorizing the 

Sale of the Same with the amendment of removing the minimum bid.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Resolution 05 -2025 – Resolution Declaring Equipment or Property Surplus and Authorizing the 

Sale of the Same  - The Councilmembers discussed this briefly and tabled this until a future 

meeting. 
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Sample Resolution from the Attorney – A sample resolution was in the Councilmembers packet for 

them to see for comparison. 

 

 League of MN Cities – Waiver on Tort Liability – The Councilmembers reviewed the waiver on 

Tort Liability. 

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

renewal of League of Minnesota Insurance waiving the monetary limit on tort liability.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Danube Fun Days Donation – Mayor Schneider spoke with the Councilmembers regarding 

donating again to Danube Fun Days. 

 

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve 

donating $1,500.00 to the Danube Area Action Club for Danube Fun Days.  The motion carried 

with Councilmember Garza, Councilmember Krogman and Councilmember Travis Schneider 

voting in favor and Mayor Chris Schneider abstaining. 

 

Future Business - None 

 

 

Correspondence 

  

Ordinance 2025-02 - Renville County 

 

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and 

Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.  With all members voting in 

favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:44 p.m.  

  

Respectfully submitted:  Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk  

  

  

  

____________________________      ____________________________  

Chris Schneider, Mayor         Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk  


