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DANUBE CITY COUNCIL 

Special Council Meeting 

Wednesday, May 26, 2021 7:00 PM 

Danube Community Center 
 

A special meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on May 26, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor 

Gene Allex presiding. 
 

The following Councilmembers were present:  Ryan Bentley, Sharon Krogman and Phil Standfuss 
 

Councilmembers absent:  Carrie Garza 
 

Others Present:  Jay Koester – Moore Engineering, Jeremy Boots – Moore Engineering and Public Works 

Director Dan Kaufenberg  
 

Purpose of Meeting 
 

City of Danube USDA Infrastructure Funding Review 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Councilmember Krogman moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to approve the 

Agenda.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

City of Danube USDA Infrastructure Funding Review 
 

Jeremy Boots and Jay Koester reviewed information with the Councilmembers regarding the width of 

some of the streets around the City of Danube.  The Councilmembers discussed the width of the streets 

and what width may be best for the City of Danube relating to the cost and cost savings along with long 

term costs relating to the maintenance of the streets.  Part of the discussion included parking for different 

areas around town along with two (2) roads in town belong to the Renville County.  The Councilmembers 

made no decision regarding any of the street widths at this time. 
 

Jeremy Boots and Jay Koester reviewed information regarding the water mains.  Jeremy Boots asked 

Dan Kaufenberg to sit down with a map and mark each break and approximate year of each break.  Dan 

informed the Councilmembers that Dotty did provide him with a list dates of possible breaks that she 

found in the computer relating to bills paid.  Jeremy Boots informed the Councilmembers that they have 

to inform them in the report of what they want but they also have to include alternates if it is possible.  

Jay Koester mentioned that some of the hydrants he looked at the head stamps were between 1956 and 

1974.  Jay Koester also mentioned about the size of the line that the Councilmembers would like to put 

in for a water main.  Jeremy Boots suggested that they put in an 8-inch line.  Jeremy Boots did mention 

that if there is currently a 6-inch line they will not pay to upgrade it to an 8-inch line if there are no 

issues.  If it is a 4-inch line they will as a 4-inch line could be an issue in case of a fire.  The only 

difference will be the cost of the pipe and valves.  The hole that is dug will be the same if it is a 6-inch 

or 8-inch water main line.  Jeremy Boots will be able to give a better recommendation once they have 

completed the pressure tests regarding what size water main line to put in.  The Councilmembers 

discussed the different size water main lines but made no decision at this time on a water main line size. 
 

Jeremy Boots and Jay Koester reviewed information regarding the sanitary sewer.  Jeremy did explain 

that the residents would need to be informed about things in their backyards as they are replacing the 
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sewer mains as there are many things in their way, such as trees, sheds, etc.  Another item Jeremy Boots 

discussed was the manholes in the alleys.  There is a choice to leave them as manholes or switch them 

out as cleanouts. He informed the Councilmembers the pros and cons of both manholes verses cleanouts.  

Some of those things are the overall cost to maintain a cleanout is cheaper, easier to clean and maintain 

and less chance of leakage with cleanouts.  A manhole however is easier to access.  The Councilmembers 

discussed the manholes and the costs relating to switching them out and the overall cost savings.  A 

cleanout cost is around $4,000-$5,000 each and a manhole is anywhere from $10,000-$15,000 each.  

Mayor Allex asked by replacing the sewer mains there would no longer be infiltration to the system.  

Jeremy responded that there is always a risk of infiltration regardless of replacing all the sewer mains, 

however there will be a 80 to 90% reduction in infiltration.  If you replace all the service lines and did 

all all of the mains you would be around 90-95% reduction in infiltration.  The Councilmembers made 

no decision regarding the manholes at this time.  The Councilmembers also talked about the service lines 

for residents and if the cost savings of switching to cleanouts could be used to pay for the residents’ 

lines.  The Councilmembers made no decision regarding the residents’ lines.  
 

Jeremy Boots and Jay Koester reviewed information regarding the storm sewer.  Jeremy Boots stated 

that the drainage ditch on the railroad that some of the tile is draining into isn’t deep enough and that is 

causing part of the issue of standing water in the line.  The line needs to be upsized and somehow get it 

across and then figure out where it is going once across and make sure a new problem isn’t being created 

once it is over there.  Jay Koester had suggestions on a map regarding the inlets for the storm sewer.  

Putting the storm sewer inlets about mid-block would catch the stuff before getting to sidewalk crossings 

so people aren’t walking through water.  Jay Koester also commented they would also be rerouting the 

county ditch tile.  Jay Koester was able to locate the outlets of the county ditch tile but was not able to 

figure out where the inlets are.  Jay Koester also made a suggestion on what sections of town should 

drain to the East and what sections should drain to the West.  Jeremy Boots informed the 

Councilmembers that the biggest reason you are having issues with pooling of the storm water around 

town is a lot of your system is tied into an old drain line and as Danube grew in size, they kept tying it 

into the same line and the line needed to be upgraded to handle all the water.  Jeremy Boots also 

commented about there is not many catch basins around town so water is draining to a limited number 

of spots.  The ponds are also included in the report.  The Councilmembers made no decisions regarding 

the storm sewer, inlets or drainage ditch lines. 
 

Jeremy Boots and Jay Koester wrapped up by stating that they will go make changes to the report, get 

all the breaks documented, go through all the numbers and format it all and then submit it in the next 

month or two.  They should get feedback after about 3 or 4 months and construction would not be next 

year but instead possibly 2023. 
 

Adjournment 
 

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Standfuss moved and 

Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.  With all members voting in favor, 

the meeting was adjourned at 9:23 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted:  Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk 

 

 

____________________________   ____________________________ 

Gene Allex, Mayor     Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk 


