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DANUBE CITY COUNCIL  

Regular Council Meeting  

Wednesday, April 10, 2024 7:00 PM  

Danube City Council Chambers  

  

 

A regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on April 10, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. with 

Mayor Bentley opening the meeting.  The meeting then was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers. 

  

The following Councilmembers were present: Carrie Garza, Sharon Krogman, Chris Schneider 

and Phil Standfuss 

  

Councilmembers absent: None 

  

Others Present: Nikki Miller – New Energy Equity, Kent Ritterman, Public Works Director Dan 

Kaufenberg, Police Chief Les Schneider and City Clerk-Treasurer Dotty Schnobrich 

  

 

Approval of Agenda  

  

Councilmember Schneider moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve 

the Agenda for the Regular Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

Approval of Consent Agenda  

  

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve the 

consent agenda as listed below.  The motion carried unanimously.  

  

Consent Agenda – please see notes to agenda items below  

The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be 

approved with one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council 

member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the 

consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.  

  

• Minutes of Regular Meeting of March 13, 2024 

• Building Permit – Softball Field 2nd St E – Softball Scoreboard 

• Building Permit – 507 Oak Street – Deck 

• Bar Door Open – June 8, 2024 – Birthday Party 

 

 

Special Agenda Item – Public Hearing Conditional Use Permit – New Energy Equity 

 

Nikki Miller from New Energy Equity was present to answer any questions about the solar garden 

located on the West side of County Road 1 north of the railroad tracks.  The solar garden would 
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be located on 7.6 acres on a parcel located on the northern half of parcel 30-00010-00 in which is 

owned by Kevin and Bonnie Braun.  Aaron Walton (City Attorney) prepared the Amended 

Conditional Use Permit document. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Krogman to approve the Amended 

Conditional Use Permit for New Energy Equity. The motion carried unanimously 

 

 

Open Forum - None 

  

 

Employee Report – Public Works Director  

  

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report for Public Works Director Dan 

Kaufenberg.  The report is below  

  

School – Chappell Central was in to replace a return line pipe in the boiler room.  The pipe had 

sprung three leaks in one week and was rotted out.  During the repairs we noticed that a check 

valve on the same line was not holding and will need to be replaced also.  The Tri-Valley fix-it list 

should now be complete.  Have not heard anything from them regarding the list. 

Water – Still waiting on new fluoride pump.  The wrong pump was sent originally and waiting for 

correct one. Some valve covers will need to be replaced in the streets.  They were clipped by the 

plow blade and the rings were broken.  The well averaged 23,000 gal/day for the month of March.  

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

replacing the fluoride pump in well #5.  The motion carried unanimously 

Sanitary – No issues at current time with Sanitary.  The lift station averaged 31,000 gal/day for the 

month of March.  Average higher due to rain. 

Storm – A manhole cover ring will also need replacing after being clipped by plow. 

Streets – Still working on pricing for street patching.  Dan updated that Bargen gave an estimate 

of $10.95 per square foot for street patching.  The Councilmembers discussed the streets. 

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

Bargen to street patch up to 4,500 square feet at $10.95 per square foot with the areas to be 

determined by Dan Kaufenberg.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Vacation – Another reminder I will be on vacation 4-12 to 4-22. 

 

Employee Report - Moore Engineering – Kent Ritterman 

 

Kent was present at the meeting and gave an update on the water treatment plant.  Kent reported 

that the bid had a start date of April 11, 2024 and end date of May 7, 2024.  Moore will have a 

package ready for the May 8, 2024 Council Meeting.  Kent also mentioned that they are working 

on lead service line inventory.  Kent also spoke with the Councilmembers about moving forward 

with the stormwater resilience study. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

the stormwater resilience study contingent on the Small Communities SWC Resilience Planning 

Grant from the MN Pollution Control Agency.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Dotty spoke with the Councilmembers regarding the SLFRF Funds that need to be allocated or the 

City of Danube will have to return the funds. 

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

allocating the SLFRF towards the water treatment plant and submit the form to the federal 

government for allocation of funds.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Employee Report – Chief of Police  

  

Chief of Police Les Schneider was present to give his monthly employee and Police Department 

report.    

    

• School Building Updates – The RCW JH softball team has practiced in the gym this spring. 

I also have JO VB in the gym on a regular basis. The gym was used almost every weekday 

in March. 

• Continuing Education and Training – I completed the FBI N-DEx Training in March, 

giving our department access to the Natl. Data Exchange System. 

I attended the National Weather Service Skywarn Training on April 2 in Hector. That storm 

spotting course was given at no cost by Renville County Emergency Management with 

four POST credits given. 

I attended the LMCIT Safety and Loss Control Workshop on April 4 in Willmar. This 

workshop had Police and Administration courses that covered workplace safety plans and 

incidents, along with city license issues. I received six POST credits for attending these 

classes. 

UOF Training and Firearm Qualifications will take place on April 15 at 5:30 pm in Anoka. 

All three licensed officers on our roster will attend this training. 

• Child Protection Presentations – Renville County Human Services are going into the local 

schools for Child Abuse Prevention/Mental Health Awareness. I will assist with these 

presentations at RCW and BOLD with students from town going to both schools in April 

and May. 

• POST Board Updates – The POST Board intends to adopt rules regarding standards of 

conduct violations of licensed Peace Officers. Training mandates that effect my license 

renewal on June 30, 2024, have been sent to all agencies.  

• Fun Days Planning – Planning has begun for events held for Fun Days from July 10-14. I 

have been assisting groups to prepare for events that will take place during Fun Days this 

summer. 

The Councilmembers brought up again concerns about semis parking on streets that they 

are not allowed on and an update on blighted property in the City of Danube.  Schneider 

will prepare a list of blighted property and bring it to the next Council meeting in May.  

 

 

Employee Report – City Clerk  

  

• Land Update – Dotty reported nothing new to report. 
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• Completed Items – Dotty has filed PERA and paid the monthly Federal and State Payroll 

Taxes for March.  

• Office Closed & Vacation – None at this time. 

• Frie Truck at Prom – Dotty and Mayor Bentley spoke with the Councilmembers about 

allowing Fire Chief Brian Block to take a fire truck over for prom in Renville. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to 

approve Fire Chief Brian Block taking a fire truck to prom in Renville. The motion carried 

with Councilmember Garza, Councilmember Krogman, Councilmember Schneider and 

Councilmember Standfuss voting in favor and Councilmember Bentley abstaining. 

 

 
 

School Building Updates – None 

 

  

Community Center Updates 

 

Custodian Resignation – The Councilmembers discussed Valarie’s resignation and bringing 

back Madison Bentley to fill in at the Community Center over the summer.  The City will need 

to advertise for a custodian at a later time when Madison goes back to school. 

Councilmember Schneider moved and Councilmember Krogman to approve accepting the 

resignation from Valarie Trager and bringing Madison Bentley back as a seasonal custodian 

for the summer. The motion carried with Councilmember Garza, Councilmember Krogman, 

Councilmember Schneider and Councilmember Standfuss voting in favor and Councilmember 

Bentley abstaining. 

Dotty mentioned that the City of Danube has never officially terminated Joey Jensen’s 

employment with the City of Danube and she asked if they would be willing to terminate the 

employment so she can remove him from PERA. 

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Schneider to approve terminating Joey 

Jensen’s employment with the City of Danube effective immediately.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

Mayor Bentley mentioned that there is equipment sitting outside by the new park building and 

wanted thoughts from others on if this is to be removed the property.  The Councilmembers 

discussed the equipment and asked Dotty to send Ben Ryan an email informing them that the 

equipment outside needs to be removed in 30 days or the City of Danube will remove it and 

send them a bill for all expenses related to removing the equipment for them.  Dan Kaufenberg 

asked about the landscaping down at the park.  The Councilmembers discussed the landscaping 

and asked Dan to address the landscaping and grass planting that is needed at the park. 

 

 

Unfinished Business - None 
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Financial Reports  

  

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from March 14, 2024 thru April 10, 2024.  

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to approve the 

bills as submitted in the amount of $50,306.89 (checks) and $9,173.53 (electronic fund transfers). 

The motion carried unanimously.  

  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from March 12, 2024 thru April 8, 2024.  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2024. 

The Councilmembers reviewed the Bank Reconciliations for January, February and March 2024. 

 

   

 

New Business  

 

League of MN Cities – Waiver on Tort Liability – The Councilmembers discussed this briefly. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

renewal of League of Minnesota Insurance waiving the monetary limit on tort liability.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

Future Business - None 

 

 

 

Correspondence – None 

 

  

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Standfuss moved and 

Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.  With all members voting in 

favor, the meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m.  

  

Respectfully submitted:  Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk  

  

  

  

____________________________      ____________________________  

Ryan Bentley, Mayor          Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk  


