
City Council Minutes for:  Wednesday, April 09, 2025          Page 1 of 5  

  

DANUBE CITY COUNCIL  

Regular Council Meeting  

Wednesday, April 09, 2025 7:00 PM  

Danube City Council Chambers  

  

A regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on April 09, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. with 

Mayor Chris Schneider opening the meeting.  The meeting then was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Council Chambers. 

  

The following Councilmembers were present: Ryan Bentley, Carrie Garza, Sharon Krogman, Chris 

Schneider and Travis Schneider 

  

Councilmembers absent: None 

  

Others Present: Heidi Redepenning, Durene Cornell, Aoi Saito, Les Schneider Jr., Ryan Odden – 

Moore Engineering, Darin Fellbaum – Moore Engineering, Public Works Director Dan 

Kaufenberg and City Clerk-Treasurer Dotty Schnobrich. 

  

Approval of Agenda  

  

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to approve the 

Agenda for the Regular Meeting with the addition of Durene Cornell and Heidi Redepenning under 

Open Forum.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of Consent Agenda  

  

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as listed below.  The motion carried unanimously.  

  

Consent Agenda – please see notes to agenda items below  

The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be 

approved with one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council 

member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the 

consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.  

  

• Minutes of Regular Meeting of March 09, 2025 

• Building Permit – 108 1st Street – Storage Shed 

• Bar Door Open – May 8th – Danube Lions Club 

• Bar Door Open – June 7th – Birthday Party 

 

 

Open Forum 

 

Creation Circle – Les Schneider Jr. informed the Councilmembers that Durene and Heidi would 

like to rent the old Home Ec. Room.  Durene Cornell and Heidi Redepenning spoke with the 

Councilmembers about renting a room down at the School for a Community group to come and 
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share.  The group is looking at two (2) times a week between 4pm and 9pm with the days to be 

determined by what works with those who wish to join.  Councilmember Bentley did inform the 

Councilmembers that room formally was rented for $200 verses the rest of the rooms were $50 a 

month.  Durene said that she was limited on funds and she could pay the $50 and Heidi could pay 

$25 if it costed $75 per month.  Durene would be responsible for the room.  Either Durene or Heidi 

would be there when the group is meeting and kids would be allowed to attend but they will be 

supervised and not allowed to run the hallways.  The Councilmembers discussed the Home Ec. 

Room and Councilmember Krogman mentioned that another renter wanted the room and they 

couldn’t afford the $200 and she didn’t know if this will cause a conflict by renting it for less.  

Sandy from Tri-valley will need to be talked to regarding this if there would be any conflict for 

Tri-valley.  The Councilmembers decided to wait until the May meeting to make a decision and 

Councilmember Krogman requested that set dates and times be given by the group.  

 

 

Employee Report – Public Works Director  

  

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report for Public Works Director Dan 

Kaufenberg.  The report is below  

  

• School – Lloyd Security billing has been resolved.  The City is now in a contract with them 

for five years to monitor the fire alarm at the school.  Still finishing up a few items on Tri-

Valley list.  Will be done before they are all back.  Boilers are running without issues.  Will 

need to replace a small valve after they have been drained for the season.  Will do myself. 

• Water – A new chlorine pump has been installed in well #5.  A new shutoff valve for the 

chlorine was also installed.  The pipe inside was almost completely closed off with 

oxidation over the years.  This also resulted in poor chlorine suction.  After doing this the 

new pump was pumping chlorine at a higher pace and it resulted in higher chlorine levels 

in the water.  Have been doing hydrant flushing to get back within range.  The wells 

averaged 25,000 gal/day for the month of March.  Mayor Chris Schneider mentioned that 

he had complaints about a chlorine smell in the water.  Dan mentioned that the new pump 

was pumping higher than normal and was addressed.  

• Wastewater – There are no known issues with the wastewater department.  The lift station 

averaged 31,000 gal/day for the month of March. 

• Storm Water – Johnson Jet Line was here to clear storm line on Maple St.  It was still frozen 

up about 12 ft in from manhole. 

• Shop – The overhead door opener in the city shop has not been working properly.  The 

remotes will open the door but will not close them.  The codes have all been erased and 

reprogrammed and still do the same thing.  After talking with County line door.  There 

must be an issue with the main control board.  The door opener is from 2000.  I’ve included 

an estimate from County Line Door to replace with a new one. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to 

approve replacing the overhead door opener at the City Shop for $823.12 from County 

Line Door.  The motion carried unanimously. 

• Old Squad – Most of the decals have been removed.  Will do pickup next.  Does the council 

want me to remove light bar and radio from squad?  Dotty informed the Councilmembers 



City Council Minutes for:  Wednesday, April 09, 2025          Page 3 of 5  

  

that Aaron spoke with the guy that removes the stuff from police vehicles would be willing 

to do all the work for $250.00.  The Councilmembers decided to have them remove the 

stuff needed from the police squad.  Councilmember Bentley will speak with Aaron to 

arrange having them do the work for the City of Danube. 

 

 

Employee Report - Moore Engineering 

 

Ryan Odden was present from Moore Engineering.  Ryan Odden stated that they are still working 

on their accounting program so there is still no bill from Moore Engineering for February or March.  

Ryan Odden reviewed the Eagle Construction pay application No. 6 with the Councilmembers.   

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion 

to approve Pay Application #6 for $102,125.00 to Eagle Construction pending RD approval.  The 

motion carried with Mayor Chris Scheider, Councilmember Garza, Councilmember Bentley and 

Councilmember Travis Schneider voting in favor and Councilmember Krogman opposing. 

He also reviewed Change Order No 2 relating to a water stop.  Councilmember Travis Schneider 

asked how many change orders usually do you have on a project this size.  Ryan Odden stated that 

there is a contingency on the project and he gave examples of other towns of why they have change 

orders occur, such as piping size changed on the pumps or specs changed.  Change orders can go 

either way as far as a increase or decrease.  Ryan Odden stated that change orders are not a lot of 

fun and cause stress but they happen.  Councilmember Krogman asked how many change orders 

do you typically you have on a project as the question wasn’t answered.  Ryan Odden stated the 

complexity of the project determines how many change orders and he is unable to give a number 

as it would be a wild guess.  Change orders are only brought forward without it being vetted and 

most cost-effective way on what needs to be done.  Dotty asked if any of the change orders have 

been run by Lee Elfering.  Ryan Odden said no Lee has not seen the change orders and the last 

time he was talked to was a couple of months ago.  The Councilmembers had asked that Lee 

Elfering be kept in the loop. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve Change 

Order No 2 for $4,462.00 pending RD approval of the changes.  The motion carried with Mayor 

Chris Scheider, Councilmember Garza, Councilmember Bentley and Councilmember Travis 

Schneider voting in favor and Councilmember Krogman opposing. 

Ryan Odden reviewed Change Order No 3 regarding funding agency requirement to include State 

and Federal wage determinations for Heavy/Highway rates.  These changes came from DEED and 

the funding agencies wanted these rates included in the contract.   Ryan Odden further explained 

that he has many conversations arguing these increases but they said no and RD will hold the 

funding until this is put into the contract.  Councilmember Travis Schneider voiced concerns that 

there is payroll software and payroll tracking on the change order.  This should have been included 

in what was proposed.  Councilmember Travis Schneider asked how much of this is coming out 

of our pocket, how much comes from the contingency and if someone else is requiring this payment 

to be made they can make the payment.  Ryan Odden said that DEED didn’t require it at the time 

but they are now requiring it.  Ryan Odden stated that RD reviewed the whole contract and all the 

funding agencies seen the 400-page document and had a chance to look at this and at this point in 

the game for them to say add this is in it is very frustrating.  Councilmember Bentley stated that 

he feels that needs to be seen by Lee Elfering.  Councilmember Krogman stated that she was 

disappointed that Lee Elfering has not been kept in the loop and these change orders have not been 
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run past him and you said for sure you would keep him in the loop.  Ryan Odden stated he kept 

Lee Elfering informed on the Stormwater project but not the water treatment plant.  

Councilmember Krogman stated it should have been both.  The Councilmembers discussed how 

much money was set aside for the contingency.  Mayor Chris Schneider asked if the increases are 

total wages or is it in from the original wages.  Ryan Odden said these are increases from the 

original pay.  

The Councilmembers decided to table Change Order No 3 until Lee Elfering and others are 

consulted regarding the increases. 

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to table 

Change Order No 3 until the May meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

There was no update on Phase 2 at this time.  Also, there was no update on the Stormwater 

Resilience Study.  Ryan Odden did ask that the Councilmembers pick the colors needed for the 

rockface, siding, trim and soffits for the Water Treatment Plant.  Councilmember Bentley 

mentioned that a delivery showed up for Eagle Construction and asked if Ryan Odden if he could 

talk to Eagle Construction regarding deliveries.  Ryan Odden informed that they had an on-site 

meeting today.  There is concrete work being done along with the water line from the treatment 

plant to the water tower.  The schedule is to get the building put up this summer and have it fully 

enclosed by deer hunting.  The work inside with be done next winter. 

 

 

Employee Report – Renville Chief of Police – Aaron Slagter  

  

Renville Chief of Police Aaron Slagter was not present to give his monthly employee and Police 

Department report.  The report was in the Councilmembers packets for them to review.   

 

 

Employee Report – City Clerk  

  

• Land Update – Nothing new to report.  

• Completed Items – Dotty has filed PERA, payroll taxes, quarterly reports and sales tax for 

March. 

• Office Closed & Vacation – The Danube City Office will be closed Monday, May 26th for 

Memorial Day and closing early on Wednesday, May 28th for OSHA training. 

• Fire Department Quote – Dotty presented a request to start a new Capital Outlay account 

for the Fire Department to track donations from their gambling donations.  The 

Councilmembers discussed the request. 

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to 

approve the Fire Department to look at updating the headers and the garage doors if they 

decide to pursue it.  The motion carried with Mayor Chris Scheider, Councilmember Garza, 

Councilmember Krogman and Councilmember Travis Schneider voting in favor and 

Councilmember Ryan Bentley abstaining 
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School Building Updates 

The Councilmembers reviewed an email from Sandy Whited along with the Facility Usage 

Contract with some slight changes along with a Complex Service Contract and Head Start 

Standards of Conduct. 

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to approve signing the 

Facility Usage Contract with Tri-Valley for April 1, 2025 to April 1, 2030, Complex Service Contract 

and the Head Start Standards of Conduct once reviewed and approved by City Attorney Aaron Walton.  

The motion carried unanimous 

 

Community Center Updates - None 

  

Unfinished Business - None 

  

Financial Reports  

  

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from March 13, 2025 thru April 09, 2025.  

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

bills as submitted in the amount of $73,599.60 (checks) and $843.10 (electronic fund transfers). 

The motion carried unanimously.  

  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from March 11, 2025 thru April 07, 2025.  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2025.  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Bank Reconciliations for January and February 

2025.  

 

New Business  

 

Ordinance 2025-01 – Cannabis Businesses – First Reading – The Councilmembers held the first 

reading of Ordinance 2025-01 Cannabis Businesses.  The second reading will be held at the May 

2025 Council meeting. 

 

Future Business - None 

  

Correspondence - None 

  

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and 

Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.  With all members voting in 

favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  

  

Respectfully submitted:  Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk  

  

  

  

____________________________      ____________________________  

Chris Schneider, Mayor         Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk  


