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DANUBE CITY COUNCIL  

Regular Council Meeting  

Wednesday, March 15, 2023 7:00 PM  

Danube City Council Chambers  

  

A regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on March 15, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. with 

Mayor Bentley opening the meeting.  The meeting then was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Council Chambers. 

  

The following Councilmembers were present: Carrie Garza, Sharon Krogman (via phone), Chris 

Schneider and Phil Standfuss 

  

Councilmembers absent: 

  

Others Present: Auditor Sara Oberloh, Police Chief Les Schneider and City Clerk-Treasurer Dotty 

Schnobrich and media. 

  

Approval of Agenda  

  

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to approve the 

Agenda for the Regular Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of Consent Agenda  

  

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

the consent agenda as listed below.  The motion carried unanimously.  

  

Consent Agenda – please see notes to agenda items below  

The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be 

approved with one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council 

member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the 

consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.  

  

• Minutes of Regular Meeting of February 8, 2023 

• Bar Door Open – March 25th – Baby Shower 

• Bar Door Open – April 15th – Steak & Shrimp Fry DAAC 

• Gambling Permit – Danube Fun Days July 8, 2023 - DAAC 

  

Open Forum - None 

  

Financial Review with Sara Oberloh – Oberloh & Oberloh, Ltd. 

 

City Auditor Sara Oberloh from Oberloh and Oberloh, Ltd. was present to go over the 2022 audit 

report and answered questions.  The audit report is available for viewing in the City-Clerk’s Office 

or on the website www.cityofdanube.com. 

http://www.cityofdanube.com/
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Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Standfuss seconded a motion to approve the 

2022 audit report as presented by Sara Oberloh of Oberloh & Oberloh, Ltd.  The motion carried 

unanimously 

 

Employee Report – Public Works Director  

  

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report from Public Works Director 

Dan Kaufenberg.  The report is below  

  

• School – Chappell Central was called in to repair a leaking unit vent heater.  The steam 

trap failed and backed up water which eventually froze and burst a copper tubing.  I thawed 

the line and the pipe was soldered and not working again.  A fire alarm sensor got wet 

causing an alarm in the school.  It was isolated and now is repaired and working properly.  

The new sensors in the gym were installed by Sullivans Electric. 

• Water – The wells averaged 25,000 gal/day for the month of February.  The mission control 

box is emitting an audible alarm in the control box.  The pumps seem to be running fine.  I 

think it is just a bad enunciator that makes the noise is stuck open.  I will try a new one first 

to see if that is the issue.  

• Wastewater – The lift station averaged 29,000 gal/day for the month of February.  Still 

waiting on ASCO to fix generator transfer issue. 

• Skid Loader – Will be looking into replacing one of the snow tire rims on skid loader.  The 

lug nuts came loose and caused some of the holes to be mashed out.  It is holding but should 

be replaced. 

• Renville-Sibley Utility Hook Ups – Dotty reported that Renville-Sibley has been connected 

to water and sewer but the fees for connection have not been paid and will need to be billed 

out.  The cost of the meter will also need to be billed to Renville-Sibley that is the bills to 

be paid tonight.  The Councilmembers gave permission for Dotty to send Renville-Sibley 

a bill for the water meter and the hook up fees for water and sewer. 

 

 

Employee Report - Moore Engineering – Jeremy Boots 

 

Jeremy was not present at the meeting. 

Dotty presented on behalf of Moore Engineering some documents that need to be approved and 

some signed. 

The Fair Housing Plan will be reviewed at the April meeting when Jeremy can be present. 

The Councilmembers reviewed the Certification for Drug-Free Workplace. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

and sign the Certification for a Drug-Free Workplace.  The motion carried unanimously. 

The Councilmembers reviewed the Small Cities Development Program Income Reuse Plan. 

Councilmember Schneider moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve and 

sign the Small Cities Development Program Income Reuse Plan.  The motion carried unanimously. 

The Councilmembers next reviewed the Prohibition of Excessive Force Policy. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

and sign the Prohibition of Excessive Force Policy.  The motion carried unanimously.  

The Councilmembers then reviewed the Section 3 Plan. 
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Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Standfuss seconded a motion to approve the 

Section 3 Plan.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Lastly the Councilmembers reviewed the Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation 

Assistance Plan. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve and 

sign the Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan.  The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Employee Report – Chief of Police  

  

Chief of Police Les Schneider was present to give his monthly employee and Police Department 

report.  Statistics for February 2023 were higher compared to last year at the same time with 34 

calls, 23 reports, 19 traffic stops, 3 citations, 27 mutual assists and 3 home security checks.    

    

• School Building Updates – Tri-Valley’s Director has been back in the building in February.  

We had a fire alarm call at the school caused by water in a smoke detector sensor.  This 

was in the early morning of Feb. 28, and was caused by water leaking through the roof.  

Sullivan’s Electric installed smoke detector in the gym required by the Fire Marshal’s 

inspection. 

• MN POST Board Mandated Reporting – Policy and training compliance, as well as data 

on alleged misconduct each calendar year was due on March 1, 2023. The 2022 MN POST 

mandated reports were sent in on-line keeping our department compliant.  

• MRWA Conference – I attended the Rural Water Conference in St. Cloud on March 6-9 

receiving water and wastewater credits for certification.  My Water System Operator 

renewal application is due on April 30, 2023, and costs $23 to MDH for the three-year 

license. 

• LMCIT Training – I signed up for the Safety and Loss Control Workshop in St. Cloud on 

April 27.  The cost for the course is $20 to the League of MN Cities and covers the Police 

Track and De-Escalation Strategies. 

• CPR Certification - After the training on Jan. 26, I received my CPR certification, which 

is current until Jan. 2025. 

 

Employee Report – City Clerk  

  

• Land Update – Nothing new to report.  

• Fire Call at School - There was a fire call at the School on February 28th.  Fire Chief Brian 

Block turned in a Record of Fire Calls to Dotty for the amount of $480.00.  The breakdown 

is $350.00 for the fire call and $130.00 in Firemen hours.  How would like Council like to 

address this bill?  The Councilmembers discussed the fire call. 

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to 

approve moving $350.00 into the Fire Department Capital Outlay for the fire call.  The 

motion carried with Councilmember Garza, Councilmember Krogman, Councilmember 

Schneider and Councilmember Standfuss voting in favor and Mayor Bentley abstaining.  

• Completed Items – Dotty has filed PERA and paid Payroll Taxes.  

• Office Closed & Vacation – Nothing Scheduled at this time. 
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School Building Updates 

  

Councilmember Krogman informed the Councilmembers that Santa’s Closet will be paying 

$200.00 rent for their use of the School Building. 

 

Community Center Updates 

 

Mayor Bentley informed the Councilmembers that all the chairs have been ordered and received 

for the Community Center.  Mayor Bentley also reported that the Community Center has been 

busy with events.  Mayor Bentley also brought up the old chairs need to be relocated to some 

where accessible.  Councilmember Krogman suggested a storage room by where the ramp is to 

possibly store the chairs or the closet in the lobby area could be another possible location.  Mayor 

Bentley will talk with Les about the storage room and closet for possible storage.  Mayor Bentley 

stated that the Community Center is need of some chemicals for cleaning the floors.  Mayor 

Bentley will speak with Dan regarding the hot water heater as it is not producing hot water like it 

should.  Also Bentley is working on trying to get the center stall wall fixed in the men’s room so 

that it can remain accessible if needed to get at the pipes again.  Dotty mentioned that Dan 

mentioned that the Olivia Legion may be interested in the stove if anyone wants to follow up with 

Dan.  Mayor Bentley will speak with Dan if there is still interest in the stove. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

2023 Appointments Amended – The Councilmembers reviewed the appointments for 2023 from 

Mayor Bentley as amended to add Councilmember Schneider. 

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Standfuss seconded a motion to approve the 

2023 Appointments for the city as amended. The motion carried unanimously 

 

Updated Councilmembers Contacts & EDA Board Contacts – Dotty included in the 

Councilmembers packets an updated sheet for the contacts on City Council and the EDA Board. 

  

 

Financial Reports  

  

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from February 9, 2023 thru March 15, 2023.  

Councilmember Schneider moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve the 

bills as submitted in the amount of $84,183.77 (checks) and $11,941.16 (electronic fund transfers). 

The motion carried unanimously.  

  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from February 7, 2023 thru March 13, 2023.  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2023.  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Bank Reconciliation for January and February 2023. 

Dotty informed the Councilmembers that the beginning balances will change once the auditor 

sends the new amounts to account for the interest to be distributed between the accounts.  
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New Business 

 

Danube Fun Days Donation – The Councilmembers reviewed the request to donate again to the 

Danube Area Action Club (DAAC) for Danube Fun Days. 

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

donating $1,500.00 to the Danube Area Action Club for Danube Fun Days. The motion carried 

unanimously 

 

Future Business 

  

Mayor Bentley will speak with Dan Kaufenberg about the ice breaker bar on the roof and the old 

A/C overhang on the side of the City Office building.  Mayor Bentley will also speak with Sandy 

at Tri-Valley and Les Schneider about the floors at the school and getting quotes to get them 

redone. 

 

Correspondence 

  

Mediacom 

 

Mayor Bentley mentioned he read an article that the EPA has been proposing US limits on toxic 

forever chemicals.  They are called PFAS.  This information may help in explaining to the 

residents that the City of Danube is addressing issues with building a water treatment plant. 

 

 

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Standfuss moved and 

Councilmember Schneider seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.  With all members voting 

in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  

  

Respectfully submitted:  Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk  

  

  

  

____________________________      ____________________________  

Ryan Bentley, Mayor          Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk  


