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DANUBE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 7:00 PM
Danube City Council Chambers

A regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on March 11, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. with
Mayor Chris Schneider opening the meeting. The meeting then was called to order at 7:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers.

The following Councilmembers were present: Ryan Bentley, Chris Schneider and Travis Schneider
Councilmembers absent: Sharon Krogman
Others Present: Bruce Maurice, Ryan Odden — Moore Engineering, Don Williamson, Taylor

Williamson, Aaron Slagter — Renville Police Department, Public Works Director Dan Kaufenberg
and City Clerk-Treasurer Dotty Schnobrich.

Approval of Agenda

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to
approve the Agenda for the Regular Meeting. The motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Consent Agenda

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to
approve the consent agenda as listed below with the correction of removing Sharon Krogman from
the absent list. The motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda — please see notes to agenda items below
The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be
approved with one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council
member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the
consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.

e Minutes of Regular Meeting of February 11, 2026

Open Forum

Resident Letter — The Councilmembers reviewed the anonymous letter from a resident regarding
following ordinances, snow removal, the maintenance department and the leadership of the city.
Councilmember Travis Schneider asked Dan about the snow that fell on February 28", Dan stated
that due to the warm weather he didn’t see a reason to plow as the snow would melt.
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Emplovee Report — Public Works Director

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report for Public Works Director Dan
Kaufenberg. The report is below

* School — Boiler # 2 has another leak on the mud leg portion of the boiler. This will require
taking the burner off to access the firebox in order to fix the leak. Would like to get
approval to get Midwest Boiler to fix the leak and Chappell Central to remove and reinstall
the burner when done. All else is running fine with heating system. Tri — Valley list is
completed.

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to
approve Midwest Boiler to fix the leak on Boiler #2 and Chappell Central to remove and
reinstall the burner. The motion carried unanimously

*  Water — The wells averaged 19,000 gal/day for the month of February. A new chlorine
pump was installed in well #5. Still waiting on warranty info. No issues at current time.

» Sanitary — The lift station averaged 28,000 gal/day for the month of February. No issues
at current time.

* Storm — So far, all catch basins seem to be draining properly. No issues at current time.

* Pot Hole Repair — Councilmember Bentley asked Dan if he had pot hole repair stuff on
hand to fix potholes around town. Dan said no but he could get some. Councilmember
Bentley asked when he filled the holes if he used a weed burner after to help the repairs
stick better. Dan responded that he uses cold patch so he doesn’t use a weed burner.
Councilmember Bentley said that they use it at the beet plant and seems to last longer and
hold up better.

Emplovee Report - Moore Engineering

Ryan Oden was present from Moore Engineering. Ryan Odden reviewed the Eagle Construction
pay application #17 with the Councilmembers.

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to approve
Pay Application #17 for $804,326.46 to Eagle Construction pending RD approval. The motion
carried unanimously.

Ryan Odden reviewed the Moore Engineering invoice regarding the water treatment plant with the
Councilmembers. Ryan also gave an update on the other activities happening at the water
treatment plant.

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to approve
Invoice SIN008071 for $32,587.07 to Moore Engineering pending RD approval. The motion carried
unanimously.

Ryan Odden spoke with the Councilmembers about the fence that is to be installed and asked the
Councilmembers to approve changing the fence to the north and west of the water treatment plant
to a five (5) foot high chain link vinyl coated fence in black instead of the original PVC style due
to the winds and the fence would have failures at the brackets. The contractor proposed a no cost
change would be needed for this change. Dotty asked Ryan Odden what was the price difference
between the two (2) different fences. Ryan stated the contractor would do it at no cost change.
Councilmember Bentley followed up asking what was the cost difference between the PVC fence
and the chain link fence as the question wasn’t answered. Ryan Odden stated he didn’t know the
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cost difference but he could look into and report back. The Councilmembers tabled the fence
change request until the cost difference is known at the April meeting.

Ryan Odden brought to the attention of the Councilmembers that Change Order #4 (Eagle
Construction requesting more time from Rural Development because his work was delayed
because of the prevailing wage issue last spring. Ryan Odden said yes Rural Development denied
the request and has no appeal process. Ryan Odden stated they are asking for 400 days now of
time to complete the water treatment plant. Councilmember Bentley pointed out that Eagle
Construction keeps directing the excuse for the extension request in multiple emails at the City of
Danube. Ryan Odden stated that Brandon from Eagle Construction was throwing the whole
kitchen sink at this issue to see what sticks to get the extension in the emails. Ryan Odden stated
that Eagle Construction does not allow sub-contractors to overlap at the site. Ryan Odden stated
that he recommended that the City push back as some of their decisions made this project where it
is. He also commented they are doing good work but they could have stacked their subcontractors
a little differently to get a different outcome. Dotty asked how much time was wasted with the
City of Danube having to deny deliveries that came to the City Office instead of the water treatment
plant site. Ryan Odden said it was a valid question but was unsure and unable to answer the
question.

Ryan Odden had no updates at this time regarding water meters. Dotty asked Ryan Odden if the
new meters that are going to be installed are cellular read or radio read. Ryan Odden stated they
were radio read. Dotty stated that when she spoke to other towns regarding the software they use
that the other towns told her that their radio read meters are considered obsolete and they are
looking to replace or updating them to cellular read meters. The Councilmembers asked Ryan
Odden to check into this as the City of Danube does not want to encounter an additional expense
to update the ones to be installed soon. Dotty asked Dan if he spoke with any other maintenance
departments when he was at the convention last week and Dan stated he didn’t speak to anyone
but he saw booths that still had radio read meters on display. Ryan Odden will report back at the
next meeting regarding the meters after he asks more questions. Dotty also asked if Banyon was
a possible software company could be used with the new water meters for the water billings.
Ryan Odden reviewed the application for lead service line replacement project with the
Councilmembers. Councilmember Travis Schneider commented on the list of the seven (7)
addresses being submitted. Ryan Odden stated that this application is just to be put on the list that
will be decided, this is just the first step in the process. After the water meter replacement more
should be known and be added to the list for a future application.

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley Schneider seconded a motion to
approve Mayor Chris Schneider to sign the MN Dept. of Health letter to submit for the lead service
line replacement revolving fund project priority list. The motion carried unanimously.

Emplovee Report — Renville Chief of Police — Aaron Slagter

Renville Chief of Police Aaron Slagter was present. Aaron reviewed the reports that were in the
Councilmembers packets to review. Councilmember Travis Schneider asked Aaron about police
officers doing stops out of town. Aaron stated that sometimes the event occurs in town but they
follow the vehicle out either to get my evidence or to make the stop. Aaron also commented that
any stops to aid other towns or the county do not count on the City of Danube’s time. Aaron also
brought to the attention that the City of Danube has no fine/fee schedule for some items such as
dog barking, illegal parking, etc. This was discovered when the police department issued an
administrative ticket in which gets paid at the City Office but when Dotty and Aaron looked up
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the fine there was nothing on the fine/fee schedule. The City of Renville is redoing their schedule

and Aaron will share it with Dotty to bring to a future meeting for the Councilmembers to review
and edit for the City of Danube.

Emplovee Report — City Clerk

*  Completed Items — Dotty has filed PERA and payroll taxes.

* Office Closed & Vacation — The Danube City Office will be closing early on Tuesday,
March 17, 2026 to attend an OSHA meeting.

School Building Updates - None

Community Center Updates

Dan asked the Councilmembers if they would like to replace the air conditioner that went out last
year in the Community Center. The Councilmembers asked Dan to get new quotes as the other
quotes are about a year old and the prices have changed. Jaime Aalderks submitted a letter of
resignation for his custodian duties at the Community Center and Park Building.

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to
approve accepting Jaime Aalderks letter of resignation and advertise the position. The motion
carried unanimously.

The Councilmembers asked Dotty to run an ad with a deadline of March 31% for the custodian
position at the Community Center and Park Building with a starting wage of $17.50 per hour. Once
the applications are received Dotty will pass them on to a Councilmember for them to schedule
interviews.

Unfinished Business - None

Financial Reports

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from February 12, 2026 thru March 11, 2026.

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to
approve the bills as submitted in the amount of $131,585.09 (checks) and $7,558.05 (electronic
fund transfers). The motion carried unanimously.

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from February 10, 2026 thru March 09, 2026.
The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2026.
The Bank Reconciliation for January and February.
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New Business

West Central Sanitation Contract — Don Williamson presented the updated contract for West
Central Sanitation and pointed out the changes.

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to
approve the West Central Sanitation Contract for seven (7) years starting March 11, 2026 as
presented. The motion carried unanimously.

City Council Vacancy — The Councilmembers discussed the vacancy. Bruce Maurice was present
at the meeting and expressed his interest in filling the seat.

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to
approve Mayor Chris Schneider’s appointment of Bruce Maurice to fill the city council vacancy
until the term is up on January 13, 2027. The motion carried unanimously.

EDA Member — Dotty informed the City Councilmembers that a new member from the City
Council is needed to join the EDA Board. Councilmember Travis Schneider volunteered to join
the EDA Board.

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to
approve Travis Schneuider joining the EDA Board. The motion carried unanimously.

Future Business

Councilmember Pay

Correspondence - None

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Bentley moved and
Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. With all members
voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted: Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk

Chris Schneider, Mayor Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk



