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DANUBE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting
Wednesday, February 12, 2025 7:00 PM
Danube City Council Chambers

A regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on February 12, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.
with Mayor Chris Schneider opening the meeting. The meeting then was called to order at 7:00
p.m. in the Council Chambers.

The following Councilmembers were present: Ryan Bentley, Carrie Garza, Chris Schneider and
Travis Schneider

Councilmembers absent: Sharon Krogman

Others Present: Sara Oberloh — Oberloh & Oberloh, Ltd., Ryan Odden — Moore Engineering,
Public Works Director Dan Kaufenberg, Police Chief Aaron Slagter and City Clerk-Treasurer
Dotty Schnobrich.

Approval of Agenda

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve
the Agenda for the Regular Meeting with the addition of Application for Exempt Permit — Danube
Fun Days — July 12, 2025 under the Consent Agenda. The motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Consent Agenda

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to approve the
consent agenda as listed below. The motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda — please see notes to agenda items below
The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be
approved with one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council
member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the
consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.

Minutes of Regular Meeting of January 8, 2025

Building Permit — Farmward — Grain Storage

Bar Door Open — Annual Meeting — Danube American Legion

Bar Door Open — May 17, 2025 — Graduation

Off-Site Gambling Permit — Danube Firemen’s Relief Association — LG230 —
March 14 & 15 of 2025 at 407 Main Street in Danube Minnesota

e Application for Exempt Permit — Danube Area Action Club — LG220 — July 12,
2025 at 400 Main Street in Danube Minnesota
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Financial Review with Sara Oberloh — Oberloh & Oberloh, Ltd.

City Auditor Sara Oberloh from Oberloh and Oberloh, Ltd. was present to go over the 2024 audit
report and answered questions. The audit report is available for viewing in the City-Clerk’s Office
or on the website www.cityofdanube.com.

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to
approve the 2024 audit report as presented by Sara Oberloh of Oberloh & Oberloh, Ltd. The
motion carried unanimously

Open Forum - None

Employee Report — Public Works Director

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report for Public Works Director Dan
Kaufenberg. The report is below

» School — The fire alarm is now operational. Lloyd securities installed an extension on the
antenna to outside the building and it is now receiving proper signal strength. 1 will be
contacting them on the bill though. As I don’t believe we should be charged for some of
the hours we were billed. Midwest Boiler has repaired the leak in boiler #2. 1t was a hole
in the mud leg at the bottom of the boiler. It was cut open and welded up. Boilers er running
up to speed again.

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to approve
disconnecting the TDS pone line at the School. The motion carried unanimously

» Water — The booster pump for chlorine is operating as it should again. | was able to take
it apart and clean some sediment out of it to get it pumping again. The wells averaged
22,000 gal/day for the month of January.

« Wastewater — No current issues with Wastewater dept. The lift station averaged 28,000
gal/day for the month of January.

« Community Center — | received quotes from Steves Heating for the replacement of the last
two furnaces and also the ac units if the council chooses to replace. Will include with
report. Councilmember Bentley asked Dotty to talk with Lee’s Plumbing & Heating for
another quote. Councilmember Bentley mentioned the snow on the sidewalks at the
Community Center.

» Loader — The broken piece on the snow blade was repaired by Schmolls welding

» Truck Quotes - Truck quote prices are included with report. There is not much in the area

for used trucks in the style | was looking for. I tried to keep it close to Danube. Since we
do not buy a lot of trucks and don’t have a fleet code there was not much a deal on new
trucks also.
Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion
to approve Dan to do a test drive and a look over on the truck at Morries in Minneapolis,
if the truck is acceptable then to purchase the 2018 Ram Tradesman R. Cab from Morries
Minneapolis not to exceed $35,000. The motion carried unanimous

* Cell Phone - Does the council want me to cancel Les’s old cell phone number? Or keep it
going longer?



http://www.cityofdanube.com/
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Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to
approve disconnecting the cell phone number of 320-522-1900 and TDS phone number
320-826-2256. The motion carried unanimous

« 1 will be attending the water/wastewater training conference in St. Cloud March 4-6". To
get credits towards license renewal.

Employee Report - Moore Engineering

Ryan Odden was present from Moore Engineering. Ryan Odden briefly discussed the grant freeze
that is currently occurring. The Councilmembers reviewed some items for the water treatment
plant. The Council decided to go with a gray color for the door and a stone-gray color for the
louvers. Mayor Schneider and Councilmember Bentley will review the other color samples for
the siding, shingles, etc and make some selections. Ryan Odden explained that in March there
will be a change order for the Councilmembers to review regarding the plumbing plan.
Construction is scheduled to start up in the spring for the water treatment plant. There was no
update on Phase 2 Infrastructure City Wide Improvements. Ryan Odden spoke with the
Councilmembers about pursuing some grant funds for the Storm Water issues. Dotty asked what
the matching was. Ryan Odden stated that it was a 90-10 match. The City of Danube would need
to at least come up with 10% of the cost of the project. There was a total cost estimate of
$14,342,000 broken down for the Councilmembers. The Councilmembers agreed to finish the
water treatment plant before they pursue another project.

Employee Report — Renville Chief of Police — Aaron Slagter

Renville Chief of Police Aaron Slagter was present to give his monthly employee and Police
Department report. He reviewed the 2 pages that were in the Councilmembers packet. The
Councilmembers also discussed concerns they had about dogs, cats and blighted property. After
the discussion it was decided to have Dotty Schnobrich write a letter to one (1) property owner
regarding the blight. Mayor Chris Schneider will review the letter prior to it being mailed out.

Employee Report — City Clerk

» Land Update — Nothing new to report.

« Completed Items — Dotty has filed PERA and payroll taxes for January.

» Office Closed & Vacation — The Danube City Office will be closed on Monday, February
17" for Presidents’ Day and closing early on Tuesday, March 4" for OSHA training.

School Building Updates - None

Community Center Updates

Dotty informed the Councilmembers she is still waiting for a lock box to be installed up at the
City Office Building for her to put keys for the Community Center and Park Building in for the
Renville Police Officers to have access in case they need to lock the buildings or access them.
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Unfinished Business - None

Financial Reports

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from January 9, 2025 thru February 12, 2025.

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to approve
the bills as submitted in the amount of $40,588.76 (checks) and $14,017.90 (electronic fund
transfers). The motion carried unanimously.

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from January 9, 2025 thru February 10, 2025.
The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2025.
The Councilmembers reviewed the Bank Reconciliations for December 2024.

New Business

BCA — FBI ORI# — Dotty spoke with the Councilmembers about either disbanding the Danube
Police Department to retire the ORI number with the FBI or change the successor on the Joint
Powers Agreement and pay the bill to keep the number. The cost is $600.00 a year and the City
of Danube has already paid $250.00 of that cost. The Councilmembers discussed this is length
along with asking Police Chief Aaron Slagter questions.

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to keep the FBI ORI
number and change the successor to the City Clerk (Dotty Schnobrich) and pay the remaining
balance on the bill with the BCA. The motion carried with Mayor Schneider, Councilmember
Bentley and Councilmember Garza voting in favor and Councilmember Travis Schneider voting
opposed.

Future Business - None

Correspondence - None

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Bentley moved and
Councilmember Chris Schneider seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. With all members
voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m.

Respectfully submitted: Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk

Chris Schneider, Mayor Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk



