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DANUBE CITY COUNCIL  

Regular Council Meeting  

Wednesday, January 14, 2026 7:00 PM  

Danube City Council Chambers  

  

A regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on January 14, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. 

with Mayor Schneider opening the meeting.  The meeting then was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Council Chambers. 

  

The following Councilmembers were present: Ryan Bentley, Sharon Krogman, Chris Schneider 

and Travis Schneider 

  

Councilmembers absent: Carrie Garza 

  

Others Present: Jared Ridl, Ryan Odden from Moore Engineering, Public Works Director Dan 

Kaufenberg, and City Clerk-Treasurer Dotty Schnobrich. 

  

Approval of Agenda  

  

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

Agenda for the Regular Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of Consent Agenda  

  

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as listed below with the correction to the December 10, 2025 meeting 

minutes of The motion carried unanimously under Approval of Consent Agenda.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  

  

Consent Agenda – please see notes to agenda items below  

The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be 

approved with one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council 

member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the 

consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.  

  

• Minutes of Regular Meeting of December 10, 2025 

 

  

Open Forum 

  

John Driggs Email – Road Closure – Mayor Chris Schneider read the email from Jon Driggs asking 

for permission to close Railroad Avenue from Main Street to all the way west starting the week of 

the 26th for purpose of doing some demolition.  Dotty did inform the Council that she replied to 

the email asking for how long would they want the road closed.  Jon Driggs then replied that it for 

3 (three) weeks from Main Street to 3rd Street starting the week of the 26th.  The Councilmembers 

discussed the road and decided to allow them to close Railroad Avenue to 3rd Street till February 
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23rd.  The Councilmembers also discussed the question regarding if any permits were required.  

Demolition does not require a permit.  Dotty will inform Jon Driggs of the decisions made by the 

Councilmembers. 

Councilmember Krogman moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to 

approve closing Railroad Avenue to 3rd Street starting the week of January 26th until February 23rd 

for the purpose of demolition of the wood house and the cement house.  The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Jared Ridl – Sewer Line – Jared spoke with the Councilmembers regarding a sagging sewer line.  

The Councilmembers asked Dan to scope the line to locate the issue and find out if it is the City’s 

responsibility or if it is the resident’s responsibility.  Dan will look into it and report back to the 

City his findings.  Jared also brought up a concern about water pooling in his yard due to how 

some of the landscaping is down beyond his property.  Dan will look into if it is the City or a 

private owner.  Dan will look at removing some of the build up at the end of Oak Street to see if 

that can relieve some of the pooling water issues in his yard. 

 

 

Employee Report – Public Works Director  

  

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report for Public Works Director Dan 

Kaufenberg.  The report is below  

  

• School – Boiler #1 has been repaired by Midwest Boilers.  There a small hairline crack in 

the mud leg portion of the boiler.  Since they had to cut out a section to access the crack it 

will need to be inspected by a boiler inspector.  Have replaced many steam traps in the 

building that were bad.  Will be ordering more. Most of Tri- Valleys fix it list is complete.  

Just have to work on some holes in doors and some painting.  Dan also reported that the 

flag pole down at the School has been removed. 

• Water – Well #5 had some leaks on the chlorine booster pump.  Ordered new fittings from 

Hawkins Chemical to fix the issue.  The wells averaged 21,000 gal/day for the month of 

December.  

• Wastewater – The lift station had a bad float causing the pumps to not turn on at the correct 

set levels.  A new float was installed by Electric Pump.  All is working properly again.  The 

lift station averaged 27,000 gal/day for the month of December. 

• Mower – A new mower order has been placed with Warrens sales in Pennock. 

• Loader – A new cutting edge, skid shoes and curb savers were put on the snow plow blade. 

The Councilmembers asked if Dan has had time to look into prices for a dump trailer.  Dan 

reported with vacation he has not had time but will try to look into a dump trailer, dump 

truck and other options.  The Councilmembers also asked about the lights on Main Street 

as half of them were not working.  Dan informed the Councilmembers that the breaker was 

tripped and Sullivans reset the breaker and everything worked again so it was a quick fix. 
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Employee Report - Moore Engineering 

 

Ryan Oden was present from Moore Engineering.  Ryan Odden reviewed the Eagle Construction 

pay application #15 with the Councilmembers. 

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion to 

approve Pay Application #15 for $107,175.30 to Eagle Construction pending RD approval.  The 

motion carried unanimously.  

Ryan Odden reviewed the Moore Engineering invoice regarding the water treatment plant with the 

Councilmembers.  Ryan also mentioned that there was an issue with the shingles and that some 

had to be replaced due to the winds and the cost of replacing them was on Eagle Construction not 

the City of Danube.  Ryan also gave an update on the other activities happening at the water 

treatment plant. 
Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to approve 

Invoice SIN006787 for $38,367.71 to Moore Engineering pending RD approval.  The motion carried 

unanimously.  

Ryan Odden reviewed the water meter invoice with the Councilmembers.  Ryan gave an update 

on the water meter meeting that was held earlier today.  He informed the Councilmembers that 

they are looking at May for starting meter replacement which is different then the February and 

March timeline he previously gave.  Dotty did inform the Councilmembers that it may possibly be 

June according to the contractor. 
Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve Invoice 

SIN006788 for $1,650.00 to Moore Engineering pending RD approval.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Employee Report – Renville Chief of Police – Aaron Slagter  

  

Renville Chief of Police Aaron Slagter was not present at the meeting.  The Councilmembers 

reviewed the information in their packets.  

    

Employee Report – City Clerk  

  

• Completed Items – Dotty has filed PERA, payroll taxes, quarterly reports and w-2s for 

2025. 

• Office Closed & Vacation – The Danube City Office will be closed on Monday, January 

19, 2025 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

 

School Building Updates 

 

Councilmember Krogman – Room 202 – Councilmember Krogman spoke with the 

Councilmembers about Back the Pack is interested in renting Room 202 for an office and using 

the other room for storage.  The Councilmembers were in favor of them renting the room for $50 

per month with the bathroom off limits for use and if they use it then they are responsible for all 

or any repairs that are needed.  Councilmember Krogman did inform the Councilmembers that 

there is still a piano in the room that needs to be taken out before the room can be rented.  Back 

the Pack would also like to paint the cement floor.  The Councilmembers were fine with them 

painting the floor as long as they use the correct epoxy paint on cement.  
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Community Center Updates 

  

Councilmember Bentley informed the Councilmembers that the renters from December 19, 2025 

left behind some stuff and it is being stored in the custodian closet at this time.  Councilmember 

Bentley did ask the Councilmembers to consider charging for storing these items and speaking 

with the renter regarding it.  Mayor Chris Schneider said he would speak to them and let them 

know they have until January 22nd to pay $50 and remove the items from the Community Center 

if after January 22nd then it will go to $100 until February 19th after that time it will be assessed 

on the utility bill and the items will be disposed of.  Mayor Chris Schneider will also talk to them 

about renting in the future. 

Mayor Chirs Schneider informed the Councilmember that Ben Ryan emailed the City asking to 

wait till mid-March to transfer the Sifely and Ring accounts and that the Danube Area Athletic 

Club would be dissolving.  Dotty informed the Councilmembers that the outstanding debt would 

have to be addressed from when they asked the City to help with the bills to finish the Park 

Building.  Mayor Chris Schneider also mentioned that they wanted to know if the City of Danube 

was interested in the Zamboni.  The Councilmembers discussed the Zamboni and have no interest 

in keeping it and once the hockey league is over they want the Zamboni removed from the building 

and property.  Dotty will send Ben Ryan an email letting him know what the City decided on the 

Zamboni.  The Councilmembers will have to address how to handle the hockey rink moving 

forward after this year. 

 

 

Unfinished Business 

  

Open Forum Rules - Councilmember Krogman informed the Councilmembers about her findings 

from other City Councils on how they handle open forum.  After a brief discussion it was decided 

to add on the Agendas after Open Forum to include – The Council may or may not take action on 

the items discussed in the open forum, depending on the complexity of the issue. 

 

 

Financial Reports  

  

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from December 11, 2025 thru January 14, 2026.  

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to 

approve the bills as submitted in the amount of $920,896.24 (checks) and $11,705.60 (electronic 

fund transfers) with the correction to check number 17432 to Dan Kaufenberg and with any checks 

related to the water treatment plant held pending RD approval first. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from December 8, 2025 thru January 12, 2026.  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2025 and 

2026.  

The Councilmembers reviewed the Bank Reconciliation for December 2025.  
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New Business  

 

2026 Appointments – The Councilmembers reviewed the appointments for 2026 from Mayor Chris 

Schneider.  These will be revisited at a later time if changes are needed. 

Councilmember Bentley moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve the 

2026 Appointments for the city. The motion carried unanimously 

 

Transfer Capital Outlay – Resolution 1-2026 – Dotty asked the Councilmembers for approval for 

the funds to be transferred to Capital Outlay per the approved 2026 budget.  The 

Councilmembers reviewed Resolution 1-2026. 

Councilmember Chris Schneider moved and Councilmember Travis Schneider seconded a motion 

to approve Resolution 1-2026 to transfer $70,345.00 in capital outlay funds. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

City Council Vacancy – Garza Resignation – The Councilmembers reviewed the letter of 

resignation from Councilmember Garza. 

Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to 

accepting the resignation of Councilmember Garza.  The motion carried unanimously. 

After accepting the resignation, the Councilmembers declared a vacancy and will look for someone 

to fill the seat for the remainder of the term that ends January 13, 2027. 

 

Future Business - None 

  

Correspondence - None 

  

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Travis Schneider moved and 

Councilmember Bentley seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.  With all members voting in 

favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m.  

  

Respectfully submitted:  Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk  

  

  

  

____________________________      ____________________________  

Chris Schneider, Mayor         Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk  


