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DANUBE CITY COUNCIL
Regular Council Meeting
Wednesday, January 13, 2021 7:00 PM
Danube City Community Center

A regular meeting of the Danube City Council was conducted on January 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
with Mayor Allex presiding. The meeting then was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Community
Center.

The following Councilmembers were present: Ryan Bentley, Carrie Garza, Sharon Krogman and
Phil Standfuss

Councilmembers absent:

Others Present: Gene Allex Jr, Harley Haug, Shery Johnson, Jeff Johnson, Public Works Director
Dan Kaufenberg, Les Schneider Sr., Police Chief Les Schneider, City Clerk-Treasurer Dotty
Schnobrich, and media.

Approval of Agenda

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve the
Agenda for the Regular Meeting with the addition of REA — Water and Sewer under Old Business
and City Correspondences under New Business. The motion carried unanimously.

QOath of Office

Mayor Allex, Councilmember Bentley and Councilmember Standfuss all read and signed the Oath
of Office.

Approval of Consent Agenda

Councilmember Krogman moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve the
consent agenda as listed below. The motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda — please see notes to agenda items below
The following items are considered routine or non-controversial by the Council and will be
approved with one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council
member, city staff or citizen so requests, in which case the item (s) will be removed from the
consent agenda and be considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.

 Minutes of Regular Meeting of December 9, 2020

Open Forum - None
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Employee Report — Public Works Director

In the council packets, Councilmembers received a monthly report for Public Works Director Dan
Kaufenberg. The report is below

» School — Joey and Myself have started on the list for Tri -Valley. Right now, Chappell
Central is there installing ventilation units in the cafeteria and three classrooms for Tri-
Valley. Sullivan’s Electric is also there installing mini split ac units in some offices for
Tri-Valley. The boilers have had no issues to date. | will be ordering for chemical for
them through MARC Chemical.

+ Water — The reason we are having trouble with the transfer switch is because it was wired
for 208 volt and we have 240 coming into the well house. This was done because Xcel is
eventually going to switch everything over to 208. | am working with Sullivan’s on getting
Xcel out here to change the transformer so we have 208 coming in. MTU is still looking
at replacing parts in transfer switch once it is switched over.

» Sanitary — The lift station averaged 30,000 gal/day for the month of December 2020.
Which is average for that month. Johnson Jet Line has finished televising al laterals
according to Moore Eng. Dan did report that he got a report file today on it and it isn’t
looking good. He will review the information and report back to the Councilmembers on
the findings.

+ XMAS Lights — How long does the council want the lights up? The Councilmembers
discussed it and decided for Dan and Les to take the lights down on the next nice day they
are able to do so.

» Wheel Loader — Hoping to have some numbers for the meeting on purchasing a loader.
Dan brought a estimate from Ziegler for a wheel loader. The estimate was for $155,910
for a Caterpillar 926M. There would be additional cost for a trip blade plow of between
$11,000 to $12,000 and $55,200 for a HDS9200 HitchDoc Snow Blower, 9’ width.
Councilmember Bentley said he may have other options for a blade for a better price than
in the estimate and would get more information on it for Dan. Dan will get more estimates
for a Wheel Loader an bring to a future meeting. Councilmember Standfuss asked about
possible lease options instead of purchasing one. Dan will check into getting lease options
also.

Dotty informed Dan that the hand sanitizer unit by the front entry at the Community
Center fell down and will need to be put back up.

Jeremy was not present at the meeting.

Employee Report — Chief of Police

Chief of Police Les Schneider was present to give his monthly employee and Police Department
report. Statistics for December 2020 were lower compared to last year at the same time with 38
calls, 22 reports, 19 traffic stops, 5 citations, 24 mutual assists and 2 home security checks.
Additional business discussed:
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» School Building Updates — Tri-Valley has contractors in the building, who we have assisted
with having access to the school. RCW is beginning to use the gym for One-Play and JJ
basketball starting in January.

« City Codification Violations — The City Attorney was contacted about many cases, and as
court opens, these charges will be brought. 1 am in the process of changing all city
codifications in the new squad car laptop, to get that updated. All violations are entered
manually, which has been time consuming.

* POST Board Mandates — The Danube Police Department updated the Use of Force Policy
and is complaint with this policy certification with the POST Board. | also have been
advised by the POST Board that w have completed submitting the mandated training
records and have fulfilled the five-year requirement as stated in the Settlement Agreement.
The mandated Eyewitness Identification Policy has been updated and implemented by our
Dept., which is required by February 1, 2021.

» 2020 First Response Training — The Danube First Response team has followed all training
and PPE use during 2020. The next training scheduled for January 28, 2021, will involve
all OSHA requirements, such as Bloodborne Pathogens, AWAIR, RTK, and updated
COVID-19 policies and procedures.

» 2020 Police Department Activity Review — Schneider reviewed an annual activity report
for 2020 with the Councilmembers.

+ Vaccinations — Schneider gave an update on who has received vaccinations and who is next
on the list.

Employee Report — City Clerk

» Land Update — Nothing new to report.

» CD Rates — Dotty spoke with John from Edward Jones for the current CD rates available.
A three (3) month CD is 0.05%, one (1) year is 0.10% and a two (2) year is 0.15%

2020 Audit - The 2020 audit is scheduled for Tuesday and Wednesday January 19" & 20"
Councilmember Standfuss asked when the audit review would be. Dotty said it is usually
the March meeting that Sara comes back and presents the audit to the Councilmembers.

» Completed Items — Dotty has filed PERA, Payroll Taxes for the month, Quarterly Payroll
Reports, Quarterly Sales Tax Report and issued W-2s.

«  Office Closed & Vacation — The Office will be closed Monday, January 18" for Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day. Dotty asked to leave early on Thursday, January 14™ for any extra
hours she works tonight to leave early tomorrow. The Councilmembers were fine with
Dotty leaving early.

* Annual Firemen Meeting — Dotty informed the Councilmembers that the Fire Department
would be holding their Annual Meeting at the Community Center on Thursday, February
4,

School Building Updates

Tri-Valley Letter - Mayor Allex reported that that the tenant that was looking to rent space at the
school hasn’t spoken again with Mayor Allex and the letter from Tri-Valley was regarding the
possible new tenant. As of right now everything is off regarding renting to them.
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Email from Americana Insurance Regarding Appraisal — The Councilmembers reviewed the email
from Americana Insurance stating that the City would need to obtain an appraisal company to
calculate an appraisal for the school building. The Councilmembers decided not to hire anyone
but instead change their minds and accept the increase in appraisal.

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to accept the
increase in the appraisal value for the school building. The motion carried unanimously.

Community Center Updates

The Councilmembers discussed the limits in the new Executive Order from Governor Waltz and
decided to continue to leave the Community Center off limits to renting to the public.

Unfinished Business

Rural Service District Changes — The Councilmembers had in their packets a sample Codification
for Service Districts. Dotty informed the Councilmembers that the City of Danube would need to
establish a new Codification for Service Districts first and then from there change the remaining
parcels as needed according to the Codification. Chery Johnson spoke on behalf of the Haug
Family Trust regarding the property they have in city limits and will be separating the house from
the farm land. Jeff Johnson also asked what the current ratio is for Urban verses Rural and if the
ratio could be kept the same as it has been. The Councilmembers reviewed the sample Codification
and asked Dotty to see what the current ratio is of Urban verses Rural from Marc lverson, along
with verify with the City Attorney if it is platted and unplatted in the Rural Service District as the
sample copy only specifies unplatted and to go forward with the Codification sample they
reviewed and bring the information to the next Council Meeting in February.

REA — Water and Sewer — Mayor Allex spoke with the Councilmembers about the REA updates.
Mayor Allex reported they met with Troy Township and the REA about getting the property
possibly annexed into the city limits. Troy Township said they were not against the property being
annexed in according to Mayor Allex. Mayor Allex also reported that there are grants out there to
help with the cost of putting in water and sewer to the property along with the storm shelter grant.
It is very important to get the property annexed into the city limits. The REA doesn’t really want
to move forward until the property is annexed into the City of Danube. Aaron Walton, City
Attorney, told Mayor Allex that there could be something that could come up that would prevent
the property from being annexed into the City of Danube. The REA is concerned if the property
doesn’t get annexed in and they purchase the land if they will not be able to get water and sewer
services to their property. Mayor Allex stated that the REA and land owners will see if they can
jointly can work together to get the property annexed into the City of Danube prior to the purchase.
Mayor Allex asked the Councilmembers if it would be considered if the property doesn’t get
annexed to consider allowing them water and sewer services. Gene Allex Jr reported that the main
thing is that have to be able to hook to City water and sewer in order to build on that property
because they can’t put a well in on that property. The REA would like something in writing
regarding the decision. Gene Allex Jr. said the Councilmembers didn’t need to decide on a dollar
figure they just want verification they can connect to city services. The Councilmembers discussed
the water and sewer services. Councilmember Krogman asked for something to protect the
interests of the City of Danube from the REA and Troy Township. The Councilmembers decided




City Council Minutes for: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 Page 5 of 6

to allow the REA to hook up to city services if they do not get annexed in but at their cost to do
so. The Councilmembers asked Mayor Allex to speak with Aaron Walton about drafting a letter
to REA regarding water and sewer services to the property. Mayor Allex will speak with the City
Attorney about putting together a letter for REA and have him send it to Dotty to share with all the
Councilmembers. Dotty did mention that David Drown would be at the February meeting
regarding tax abatement relating to the property REA is looking at and if Mayor Allex had anything
to share regarding it. Mayor Allex reported that the Financial Advisor would be at the February
meeting if the REA has purchased the land and if that is the case to start the tax abatement process
and explain the process to the Councilmembers. They are waiting for the purchase of the land
before going forward. Mayor Allex stated that him and Councilmember Standfuss did attend the
Zoom meeting with Troy Township and the REA. Nothing more to update on just waiting on the
purchase of the land.

Financial Reports

The Councilmembers reviewed the claims list from December 10, 2020 thru January 12, 2021.
Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Garza seconded a motion to approve the
bills as submitted in the amount of $17,493.00 (checks) and $9,574.42 (electronic fund transfers).
The motion carried unanimously.

The Councilmembers reviewed the Receipts List from December 8, 2020 thru January 12, 2021.
The Councilmembers reviewed the Actual verses Budget Comparison for 2020 and

2021.

The Councilmembers reviewed the Bank Reconciliations for December 2020.

New Business

2021 Appointments — The Councilmembers reviewed the appointments for 2021 from Mayor
Allex.

Councilmember Garza moved and Councilmember Standfuss seconded a motion to approve the
2021 Appointments for the city. The motion carried unanimously

Transfer Capital Outlay — Resolution 1-2021 — Dotty asked the Councilmembers for approval for
the funds to be transferred to Capital Outlay per the approved 2021 budget. The
Councilmembers reviewed and discussed Resolution 1-2021.

Councilmember Standfuss moved and Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to approve
Resolution 1-2021 to transfer $91,545.00 in capital outlay funds. The motion carried unanimously.

Correspondence — Councilmember Krogman wanted to make sure all correspondence relating to
the City should go through the City Office to keep with good practices. Mayor Allex stated that
the Councilmembers need to work together to be on the same page. Dotty did ask that things don’t
come in last minute but to allow for appropriate time to work on the request.

Future Business - None
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Correspondence - None

There being no further business before the council, Councilmember Standfuss moved and
Councilmember Krogman seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. With all members voting in
favor, the meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted: Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk

Gene Allex, Mayor Dotty Schnobrich, City Clerk



